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2 FLINT IMPLEMENTS.

One flint found there (now in the Nairn Museum) has a
finely serrated edge of thirty teeth in the space of one inch.
It is sliced on the back to enable the worker to hold it
firmly between the thumb and fore-finger. A hollow
in the neighbourhood is known as the “Flint Pit,” from
the number of flint chips taken out of it. The ground in
which it occurs is now planted, but it used to be a common
for the adjacent properties. Until recently, remains of
small cairns and circles formed of gneiss and conglom-
erate blocks studded the fields, and one boulder on the
slope retains the name of “The Cromlech.” The evidence
unmistakeably points to the spot having been a hunter’s
settlement at a time when men cut down the trees with stone
axes, tipped their arrows with sharpened flints, and dressed
their articles of common use with flint tools.

Slagachorrie is but an illustrative example of settlements
common to the district in early times. The settlers in the
district who used stone implements were not confined to this
particular spot, but roamed over hill and dale, settling
on the rising ground, and leaving behind them traces of their
presence in the shape of these celts and arrow-heads on
almost every field and hillside.  Unfortunately no collec-
tion worthy of the name has been made of these relics
of the Stone Period in the district, but the specimens
preserved show a considerable variety in their colour and
form. One arrow-head found at Broomhill, Cawdor, is
of pure white cherty rock, whilst examples have been
found of almost jet black flint. A vast number—many
thousands—of chipped flints in various forms have been
found at the Culbin Sands, a region on the seaboard a few
miles beyond the eastern boundary of the County of Nairn,
‘They have been mostly derived from a spot to which the
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name of “The Armoury” has in consequence been given, and
the question has been raised whether the manufactory at that
locality supplied the adjacent districts. The Culbin flints
have certain prevalent characteristics which render them
recognisable as a class, but so far as the specimens found on
the lands to the west of that region are concerned, they do-
not appear to have been derived from that source. Each.
tribe in each locality probably manufactured its own flint
implements, A flint core found in the district bears the
exact outline of an arrow-head on its surface, showing that
_the flint workers knew how to remove the flint flake from the
nodule nearly in the shape required. These flint implements
in their manufacture show a considerable amount of skill and
taste on the part of the artificers, and in them we have
probably the first and earliest examples of handicraft in
Prehistoric Times.

A remarkable feature of the district is the numerous
remains of Cairns and Stone Circles. Many of these interest-
ing memorials have been cleared away by the cultivation of
the land, but examples exist, or recently existed, at Moyness,
Auldearn, Urchany, Ballinrait, Daleross, Croy, Clava, Daviot,
and the upper reaches of the river Nairn. In the Valley
of the Nairn some thirty sites of circles are known, and the
existence of many others are preserved in the place-names.

The Moyness Stone Circle has been dismantled, but it was.
unique in one respect. One of the boulders of which the
circle was composed was said to have been a rocking stone or
loggan, and according to traditionary belief was used as an
ordeal stone for determining the innocence or guilt of a person
accused of crime. If the stone rocked when the person was
placed upon it, guilt was established ; if it remained unmoved,
innocence was declared. Considerable sanctity, as may be



4 THE “ROCKING STONE” AT MOYNESS.

supposed, attached to this tell-tale stone, with its mysterious-
movements, but the school children of later times, with;
irreverent familiarity, were wont to play upon it. A mason

one night took his hammer and struck at the supports

underneath, and the stone lost its poise in consequence. It

was subsequently broken up. The centre cairn on being:
opened about the year 1860 was found to contain an urn and

ashes, but the pick that disclosed the urn unfortunately:
smashed it. Mr Stables, at the request of the Secretary of
the Antiquarian Society of Scotland, examined the “rocking .
stone” in the year 1856, after the circle had been partially -
dismantled, and he reported that “ the supposed rocking stone

consisted of one of the upright pillars which had fallen over
some smaller ones, leaving an end unsupported, and by

jumping on this end a heavy man could just move it.” This .
prosaic explanation does mnot, however, accord with the

traditions of the countryside.

The Moyness Standing Stone is the only one in the district
with which any popular beliefs were associated. They stand
apart alike from the traditions and history of the country—
a proof probably of their great antiquity. The solitary pillar
of the cirele at Ballinrait is said to have served the purpose of
a sun dial, just as a tree or post in the same neighbourhood
was the clock of the clachan. The other stones of the circle
were broken up some sixty years ago. It isrelated that one
old man used every morning to walk round the circle three
times before beginning work, from the belief that his so doing
would bring him good luck. A mound—without, however,
any cairn or circle—in the neighbourhood of Clunas, Cawdor,
is called “ Dundeasil,” preserving the record of the same old
custom of going round with the sun. But these are the

only instances of these cireles having been in any way con-
tel
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nected with the ordinary life of the community within the.
historical period.

The highest development of these structures is attained in
the group of chambered Cairns and Stone Circles at Clava on.
the South bank of the river Nairn, nearly opposite Culloden
Moor. The river flows softly and sweetly in the valley .
between its favourite fringe of alders, and a hundred yards to
the South, in & piece of uncultivated ground, are these remark-
able memorials of remote times.  They consist of three very
large cairns, the hearts of which have been dug out, having
been opened from the top; also the remains of some smaller
cairns; and a number of standing stones ranged in circles
more or less complete—the huge stones standing like gaunt
sentinels round the iron-grey cairns.

The western cairn has in its centre the remains of a stone-
built chamber of circular form, 12} feet in diameter—the
stones laid vertical for a few feet from the foundation, and
then built on the concentric ring in courses inelining inwards ;
that is to say, each course projects a little beyond the one
below it, and thus, as the building is carried up, it assumes
the form of a dome, which when complete would have given
the chamber the height of an ordinary sized room, some 10 or
12 feet. The top of the dome is now removed, having been
taken down when the cairn was opened in the year 1828.
The builders of the chamber, of course, never intended that
access should be gained to the interior by the top, for they
had provided a regularly-built entrance, from 2 to 3 feet wide
and 4 to 5 feet high, from the south-west. This entrance or
opening was concealed by the mass of stones which was
heaped over the chamber, and was only disclosed when the
top had been demolished. The late Miss Campbell, residing at
the time at Kilravock, who was at the opening of it, states
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that they found two urns.  One was smashed, but the other
contained a quantity of burnt bones, and similar ashes were
found about it, no doubt the contents of the broken urn. The
urns were found exactly in the centre of the chamber, enclosed
in a little bed of clay, whilst the remainder of the floor was
strewn with gravel. The description of the vase is that of a
rude cinerary urn, and there is no reason to doubt the accuracy
of the details as noted by Miss Campbell at the time. The
next point of interest is the concentric circle of standing
stones which goes round the base ‘of the cairn. The stones
of it are placed close together, and are very much of the same
character as the ring foundation of the chamber. The ring
itself is 53 feet in diameter. The outer ring is also concentric.
It is double the diameter of the intermediate ring, with two
feet to spare. The exact measurement is 108 feet. The
stones form a row of twelve pillars, or eleven and a vacant
space.  They stand apart from each other, nearly, but not
quite, at regular intervals. The height of these pillars varies
from 6 to 12 feet, the tallest being on the south side, and
their size gradually diminishing towards the north. The
main points in the structure and form of this western circle,
are found almost exactly reproduced in the third or eastern
circle. There is no authentic account of the opening of this
third cairn. It took place somewhere about the year 1850, but
it is said to have contained “a few bones "—the mere mention
of that circumstance affording a presumption that its contents
were similar to those of the western circle. The middle
circle differs in some points from the other two. The cham-
ber is larger, being 22 feet in diameter, but its interior is in
8o much disorder from the falling-in of the stones that it is
difficult to arrive at any certainty as to its structure—whether
it was built similarly to or differently from the others. Mr
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James Fraser, C.E, who took measurements, found that its
separate rings were not true concentrics; it appeared to him
that the builders had slightly lost the true centre in the course
of the construction. The most remarkable feature is three
causeways of small stones, 7 feet in width, which lead from the
pillars in the outer ring to the stones of the intermediate ring
which goes round the base of the cairn. One of these points
to E. 10 deg. S., another to S. 10 deg. E., and the third to
W. 25 deg. N.

From these details some conclusions*may be arrived at in
regard to their purpose.

In the first place, there is here evidence of the burning of
the bodies—proof of the practice of cremation. In the second
place, there is clear evidence that the people who built these
cairns were no rude barbarians. They had, it is apparent,
some knowledge of the potter’s art, as is shown in the manu-
facture of the urn. They had acquired some little skill in
masonry, and could design and execute a vaulted chamber and
dome roof. The concentric circle is familiar to them. Further,
they were capable of taking accurate measurements—if not to
mathematical exactitude, at least to remarkable precision.
They knew something of the cardinal points of astronomy or
of direction, as is shown by the similarity of the two built
entrances and the position of the taller pillars in the outer
row.

‘Why was there the expenditure of all this skill, labour, and
knowledge? Unquestionably, it points to its being all done
in honour of the ashes enclosed in the heart of the cairn—to
the remains enshrined in the urn—like something very
precious in a costly casket. Dr Joseph Anderson, from this
point of view, aptly describes the rows of pillars as stone-
settings to the cairns. The evidence considered in detail, and
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the design of the structure viewed as a whole, lead to the
conclusion that we have embodied here the one great idea of
reverence for, and exaltation of, the dead, passing, it may be,
into its higher phase of ancestral worship. They are the
tombs of “the mighty dead of a past age ”—the burial-places
of their kings or chiefs.

But whilst burial and a species of ancestral or hero-worship
was the main purpose of these circles, that statement of their
primary use does not exhaust their interest or significance.
It has been noticed that they are circular in form. The circle
or ring has, among ancient peoples, been regarded as a
sacred symbol—sometimes as an emblem of the Deity, a
symbol of eternity, a sign of completeness and of unity, and a
figure of the Sun, the great Ruler of Nature. It as truly and
distinetively marks the pre-Christian period in any country
as the Cross does the Christian era.

Here we have the whole structure pervaded by the ring
principle—not one ring only, but a series of rings, and one of
these not a mechanical ring but an ideal ring, and all of them
as nearly as may be concentric circles, that is, having a com-
mon centre. [t is impossible to overlook this fact in the
examination of these remains, and the inference may be drawn
from it that the circular form was intended to embody and
expréss some definite idea. The intermediate ring of stones
might doubtless have served to keep the stones of the cairn
together, just as a row of stones placed around an earth mound
keeps the soil from being scattered. But it is quite clear the
outer row of pillars, standing some distance apart, could
answer no such 1)111"POSP.

The whole controversy, indeed, is practically narrowed to
the question, “What mean these outer standing stones?”
The deseription of them as the «stone-settings of the cairns”
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is appropriate enough in one sense, but it does not cover the
whole ground. Are they to be regarded as purely ornamental,
like ordinary settings ¢ It has been suggested that they may
have served the further purpose of marking the boundary of
the burial ground.  But if that object had been all that was
in view, the end could have been accomplished by simpler
means,

There is one feature which none of these theories explain.
In these three circles and in every similar cirele in the district
the tallest pillars are placed to the south, the row diminishing
in height towards the north, where' they are smallest. They
are put there clearly of design, and at the expenditure of
much labour and care. And they never could have bheen
placed at the different sites in such a position withont some
observation and knowledge of the sun’s course. It must have
been necessary for the men who set up these huge stones to
have watched and noted the sun’s shadow most carefully ere
they could have determined their position. These tall pillars
do not always, it is true, point due south in all the circles
scattered over the district. They often vary several degrees
east or west from the true point. But the amount of variation
is so ti'iﬂing as compared to the extent of their accuracy, that,
if for no other reason, it may be due to the comparative defect
of their observations and not to a want of intention, which
certainly appears to have been to have these tall stones
pointing in a southerly direction. This being, the case, another
fact is gained—that, in placing these large stones to the south,
the builders did so with some reference to the sun’s course.

.The question arises—Had the other stones of the ring a
similar referenee to the sun’s course 2 Unfortunately, several
of these pillars in each of the three circles are awanting, and
it is doubtful whether some of those remaining are standing.
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in their original position; while, as regards others, they are
plainly out of position in the ring. Still, if it could be shown
in any one instance that they were set up on such a principle
as indicated, it may safely be concluded, from their similarity
of feature, that the same idea dominated the whole group,
either actively or conventionally.

Now an examination of the outer circle of the middle
cairn has brought out some remarkable results. Some six
or seven out of the nine stones are apparently in their
original positions, and the diagram prepared by Mr Fraser
tested in this connection gives the following results—

1. The Southern Causeway.—The stone at this point marks
noon each day, subject of course to ordinary equation of time.
The true line strikes on the inner edge of the causeway,
cutting the exact centre of the cairn, and the arc between
the stone A and the causeway exactly measures the sun’s
variation.

2. The point E (stone restored) is as near as may be to
the first point of Aries—the point at which the sun departs
from the Equator towards the North, and which we call the
Spring Equinox.

3. The Eastern Causeway marks the sun’s entrance into
Libra on 21st September.

4. A point midway between stones A and B would mark
the south limit of the setting sun on December 21, the
shortest day of the year, or winter solstice. There is no
stone at this point, but, as the ring was evidently composed
of ten or twelve stones, and only nine are shown, it may have
been one of those removed. This is supported by the
circumstance that stone D stands almost opposite the point
where it would have been if so placed.
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5. The stone standing between G and F gives the bearing
of the sun as it rises on 22nd September.

6. The Western Causeway gives the bearing of the sun as
it sets on 21st April and 21st August. As these dates do not
correspond to any change in the sun’s course, it is probable
they may stand for some division of the seasons.

These are precisely the facts which could, by mere observa-
tion of the sun’s shadow alone, be observed and recorded, and
it is almost beyond belief that these stones could have been
set up in that order by mere accident, giving, as they do,
noon time, the solstices, and the equinoxes.

The several conclusions arrived at from an examination of
the Clava circles are (1) that these cairns and circles were
primarily intended for, and used as, sepulchres, and were
raised in honour of men of rank; (2) that, by their form,
they were intended to express some religious idea, probably
of homage to the sun; (3) that the outer ring probably
served the purpose of a sun-circle.

The next questién is, “Who built them ?” They are
evidently of great antiquity. There is no mark of hammer or
chisel on the stones, and no particle of iron has been found
connected with them. The bronze articles and the character
of the pottery associated with similar structures over the
country, and also the form of burial, have led Dr Anderson
to the conclusion that they belong to the Bronze Age—that
is, before iron came into use and after stone implements ceased
to be exclusively used.

In the Kinsteary Parks, at Auldearn, are several gravel
ridges or kames, in which from time to time cist graves have
been found. So numerous are they that the old workmen
about the place when requiring gravel for the walks are said
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to avoid taking it from certain of the ridges from their know-
ledge that they would come upon and disturb these interments,
of which they have a superstitious dread. These graves
were formed of three slabs, and almost invariably an urn was
found at one end of the bed. In one cist opened in the year
1888, a very finely ornamented urn or vase, (now in possession
of Lady Gordon Catheart at Cluny Castle) was discovered, and
along with it a necklace of glass beads, or “ bugles” as they
are locally called from their tubular shape. The custom of
burying grave goods, such as ornaments, weapons, and imple-
ments, marks off all such graves as belonging to Prehistoric
-or Pagan Times.

In one instance, an interment of this kind was found
.associated with flint implements. About the year 1873, the
tenant of Nairnside in the Parish of Croy in reclaiming some
waste land proceeded to level down a small sand hillock.
'The workmen in doing so came upon a large collection of
flints of various shapes and sizes, and in the heart of the
hillock was found a cist grave with fragments of an urn and
.some black ash. The flints had been buried in the same
knoll as the ecist, but it is not quite certain whether any of
them had been deposited in the grave.

In another instance manufactured flints were, however,
found in the cist. There are several small knolls, artificial
looking in appearance, known as Shian or Fairy Hills, in the
-district. One of these is near the Ardeclach road on the farm
of Mid-Fleenas. In the year 1862 an excavation was made
in it, and the fragments of an urn were found, also small bits
of charred bones, and two small manufactured flints.

Some of the finest examples of this ancient sepulchral
pottery have been found at Cawdor. Two urns, one entire,
the other broken, found in a eist grave at Cawdor are in tlie
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local Museum. But a still finer specimen is preserved at
Cawdor Castle. It is in perfect preservation and is beauti-
fully ornamented.

The discovery of several cist graves was made by Sir
Henry Macandrew in the year 1878 at Auchindoune,
near Cawdor, of which place he was at the time the
tenant. The cist graves were sitnated on the eastern and
lower slope of the hill known as the Doune or Dunevan. The
existence of the graves was discovered in the course of
ploughing. Some of the graves were within a few inches of
the surface, and the stones, which were marked by the
ploughshare, must often have been shaken and disturbed.
Owing to this, three of the four graves were filled with sand
and gravel mixed with human bones, some pieces of pottery,
and some black charred substance. There were no imple-
ments or ornaments of any kind. The fourth grave was at a
gi'eater depth, and had never been disturbed. The covering
was formed of two large flat stones, and inside was a skeleton
almost entire, lying on the left side facing the south-west,
with the knees bent up to the chest. Besideit was a pottery
urn quite entire, but containing no ashes or remains of food.
This vessel is about nine inches in height, five inches in
diameter at the top, and three at the bottom. The outside is
ornamented by markings made in the clay by a sharp instru-
ment. The only other thing found in the grave was a white
pebble of irregular shape, which seemed to have been placed
there.

Similarly all over the district specimens of this ancient
pottery have been dug up. So far as has been ascertained,
these remains do not differ in any essential respect from
similar remains in other parts of the country. They merely
illustrate the burial customs and practices common to the
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primitive race which inhabited these northern regions in
Prehistoric Times. But two things may be noted in regard
to them, namely, their extraordinary abundance, and the high
degree of art minifested in the ornamentation and form of
some of the urns—further proof that the district in these
early times was thickly peopled, and that by tribes or
communities skilled in the highest art of the time.

The number of cup-marked stones in the district of Nairn
is very remarkable. At the request of Sir James Simpson,
Dr Grigor examined the Clava stone circles in the hope of
discovering some examples of these cup-marks, and succeeded
in finding several. Mr Jolly subsequently made an exhaust-
ive search in every direction for cup-marked stones, and his
diligence was rewarded by the discovery of an amazing
number. Mr Romilly Allen, in tabulating the number of
known examples of cup-inarked stones in Great Britain
according to their localities, gives the pre-eminence to
Nairnshire. He finds that the total number of stones
bearing cup-marks in Nairnshire is 46; in Inverness-shire
43 ; Perthshire 24 ; Forfar 23; Argyll 17 ; other counties 4
or under—the total for Scotland 204. In England there are
102 known examples; in Ireland 42; France 21; Switzer-
land 32; Norway, Sweden, and Denmark 42. The number
assignable to the Valley of the Nairn, is really larger
than is represented by Mr Allen’s figures, for he gives to
Inverness-shire those examples occurring at Daviot, Gask, and
Dunlichty, which places, although within the County of
Inverness, are situated on the banks of the Nairm, forming
upper Strathnairn. Deducting from Nairnshire those
oceurring in its “detached portions,” such as Ferin-
tosh, locally situated in “Ross-shire, and adding those
which ocenr along the banks of the upper reaches of the
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river Nairn, we arrive at a total of 60 for the Valley of
the Nairn, or nearly one-third of the whole number in
Scotland.

At Clava ‘alone there are 22 cupped stones. In the
western cairn, in the inner end of the passage on the left-
hand side looking inwards, there is a stone with seven well
marked cups. In the middle cairn one of the stones in the
outer circle between the causeways is cup-marked; two
stones standing side by side in the base ring of the cairn
contain in all 13 cups, most of them very well formed.
Another stone in the ring has some 20 cups grouped in
clusters. The standing stone at the outer end of the western
causeway of the middle circle is unique in respect that it has
an immense number of apparently artificial carvings on the
inner side pointing to the cairn, consisting of small shallow
cups, of size sufficient to let in the point of the finger. In
the eastern circle, a number of cup-marks also occur. They
are also to be found on stones of dismantled cairns in the
immediate neighbourhood. A stone (formerly in the fire
place of the old kitchen at Balnuran at Clava), now built
into the garden wall in front of the new house, contains
a number of well formed cups. Several stones dug up at
Milton of Clava are cup-marked. One of these is the finest
ot the group. It contains thirty cups, most of them good,
and several distinct evidences of being dug out by some sharp
pointed instrument. Others, being first picked out in this
way, have afterwards been smoothed. Several of the cups are
oval in shape, and some are connected with each other by
grooves or curved channels. A stone discovered in a pig-
stye at the same farm of Milton has the peculiarity of being
cupped on both sides—on one side there are 16 cups, on the
‘other 11. It is a small stone, about 18 inches thick. Cup-
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marks are found on stones built into dykes, bridges, and
cottages in the neighbourhood.-

Cup-marked stones are also found at Barevan Churchyard.
“On the 10th of May, 1880,” says Mr Jolly, “I visited
Barevan to examine its ruins and the surrounding churchyard,
in the hope of finding something interesting in its ancient:
gravestones as indicated at a previous visit a year or two
betfore, but in no hope of discovering these cups there, these
being then unknown in such a connection.” In the interior
of the chureh, the floor of which is covered with gravestones,
close to the middle of the north wall, he noted one eup on a
stone. Kxcept the portion exposed, it was covered completely
with moss and matted grass. A speedy exposure of the
whole surface revealed a cup-marked slab, having twelve
tully formed cups, and two or three imperfect ones on its
lower edge—an unexpected and surprising discovery. This
led to the examination of other stones all over the church-
yard, and the disinterment of about a dozen examples of
cupped stones in various parts, all of them, with one exception,
being buried from sight under moss and grass, so old that it
was with difficulty broken open and the surface exposed.
This, it seems, was the first discovery in DBritain of such
carvings in connection with churchyards.

Since the discovery of cupped stones at Barivan, examples
have been found in Breaklich Churchyard near Fort-George
Station, Daviot Churchyard on the Nairn, and in other
churchyards in Inverness-shire. It is noted that all the
cup-marked stones in these churchyards are of the same
yellowish sandstone, beds of which occur at Holme Rose and
Kilravock on the river Nairn.

Two remarkable cup-marked stones remain still to be
described.
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When the old farm buildings at Little Urchany (West)
fell, a stone which had been built into the wall was found to
have 12 fully formed cups on it, and two or three imperfect
ones. They are from 3% to 2 inches wide and from half-an-
inch to an inch deep. They are very distinet and well
formed. Like the Hill of the Ord,the western spurs of the
Urchany Hill bear evidence of having been early settlements,
flint implements, cists, remains of cairns and stone circles
being found. The Urchany slab is now at the entrance court
of Cawdor Castle. '

Another stone, unique in many respects, was found at
Broomtown, near Moyness. It is a yellowish sandstone, very
soft, like much of the sandstone of the district, 3 feet 5
inches by 2 feet 3 or 4 inches broad. It contains, first,
numerous cups, most of them distinet; secondly, curious
grooves in various parts, some of them radiating from a
centre ; third, a round oblong hollow basin 10 inches long by
5% inches broad and 2 inches deep ; fourth, several cups on
its sides. The surface of the stone is irregular, and full of
various carvings. It was found in connection with a stone
circle and cairn, which had been removed in reclaiming the
land. The tenant at the time came upon several urns and other
relics which he buried in a deep hole, the site of which
cannot now be ascertained. The stone circle at Moyness
formerly described, the large cairn on the neighbouring farm
of Golford, and other remains of tumuli show that the district
is rich in Prehistoric relics. The Broomtown cup-marked
stone is now at Cawdor Castle.

As to the use or origin of these singular cup-marks, nothing
is really known, though there are numerous theories regarding
them. It has been suggested (1) that they had to do with
sun-worship, or astronomy ; (2) that they are records of time
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or occurrences, of births in the family or numbers in the
tribe ; (3) that they are sacrificial cups; (4) that they are
relics of a degraded worship of the reproductive powers of
nature. Their existence in Christian places of burial is no
«doubt as purely accidental as their presence in the walls of
modern dwellings or dykes. They have simply been utilised.
Probably the same may be true as regards their existence in
the circle and cairn. Their occurrence on stones within the
covered chamber shows that they are as old as the cairns.
It is quite evident from the variety of positions in
which they were placed that they served no definite
function in any ritual connected with these remains.
That they were made, many of them, with a sharp pointed
instrument is apparent from the smallness of some of the
“pits,” whilst, on the other hand, the larger cups generally
show effects of being rubbed and smoothed by a polishing
stone.

They are sometimes associated with small concentric ring-
marks, sometimes connected with small channels, and in one
or two instances they appear to have been gouged rather than
bored. They occur singly, they occur in pairs, they occur in
threes, fours, fives, and all sorts of numbers, and in groups
reaching as high as 82 on a single surface as at Barevan, and
69 on the Broomtown stone. No definite conclusion as to their
nature or significance can be drawn from the position, form,
or number of these cups. The evidence will not safely carry
the investigator further than the statement that they are in
all probability mystic symbols of a superstition of a very
remote antiquity.

The dwellings in Prehistoric Times, having been built of
turf or wattles, have disappeared, but hut-circles can still be
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traced on numerous hillsides where the surface is undisturbed.
But they do not call for any particular description.

A Lake Dwelling or Crannoge was discovered in 1863, at
the Loch of the Clans. This loch, which lies to the south of
the great kame which stretches from Kildrummie, near Nairn,
to Dalcross (nearly parallel to the Railway line), has
been greatly diminished by drainage operations, but at
one time it must have been of considerable extent. Dr Grigor
having understood from a small farmer in the neighbourhood
of the loch, that, whilst ploughing a bit of new ground some
time before, he had turned up a few flints, arrow-heads and
flakes, and heing anxious to possess some of them, he got the
farmer to accompany him to the spot of ground. In the
course of the walk, Dr Grigor came upon a cairn which
differed from all those he had ever seen before, both in
situation and appearance. It was raised on the edge of a
small ploughed field within the margin of the loch. This
cairn or its situation must have formed an islet in the loch.
At different places around and through the mound he
observed oak beams and sticks cropping out, much charred
and decayed. On a closer inspection, he found that the
greater portion of the wood inclined upwards towards the
summit of the cairn, and on removing a considerable number
of the stones from one side, he reached a few rafters with
cross sticks, which appeared to have been originally parts of
an upright roof. Underneath the stones and wood, and
resting on the mud bottom of the ancient loch, he found in
some places from six to twelve inches of charcoal and burned
vegetable matter, along with small bits of bone, and this
particularly at the south side, where the tenant farmer had
some time before removed a part of the cairn, along with
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many loads of piles and half-burned wood, and, whilst doing
50, several stone articles of antiquity had been found, none of
which were now forthcoming, with the exception of the half
of a stone cup, two whetstones, and an iron axe. The Rev.
Dr. Gordon of Birnie and Sir John Lubbock afterwards
visited the spot, and the latter gentleman picked up a
sharp-pointed piece of bone, such as are got sometimes in
tumuli.  Some forty years before, a canoe—described as
made out of the hollowed trunk of a tree—had been dug up
between the cairn and the sloping hill on the north.

In the autumn of the same year, Dr Grigor, accompanied
by Mr Cosmo Innes and Major Rose of Kilravock, made
further explorations in the island dwelling, and a minute
account of the structure was furnished to the Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland. Nothing of any interest was found
in the work of clearance, but the remains were, in Dr Grigor’s
opinion, clearly that of a primitive Lake Dwelling. The
mound had Dbeen artificially made in the loch, an irregular
square of walls about three feet high had been constructed of
oak trees, piled horizontally above each other, on one side
mixed with small boulders. Rafters in three tiers and having
different angles of inclination were carried up, and bound
down by beams crossing and re-crossing in all directions,
imparting greater strength, and the lower ones keeping out
the water. The structure when intact would have had its
upright roof covered with turf.

About 150 feet in a south-easterly direction from the place
above described and in marshy ground were found a great
many pile heads covered with grass and vegetable matter—
1o doubt the foundations of another crannoge or lake dwelling.
In the neighbourhood of Loch Flemington, and in the east
end of the small pond called Loch-an-Dunty, about two imiles
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in a westerly direction from that of Flemington, are also to
be observed vestiges of piles.

Rev. Thomas Fraser, then minister of Croy, a very able
naturalist and antiquarian, refused, however, to accept the
theory that this island dwelling was an ancient Crannoge,
and contended that it was the prison-house of Kilravock.
“ Taking no account,” he says, “ of the cinders or ashes which
might have been modern, though the building itself were
ancient, what shall we say to the oak beams exposed to the
air and yet sound and strong? Is it not as likely from its
easily-guarded position, that it may have heen the prison-
house of the Kilravock barony, in days when every baron had
the power of imprisonment and death within the bounds of
his domain, and in days before the old Tower of Kilravock
and its dungeon were erected ? In the immediate neighbour-
hood we have the place of execution— Tom-na-Croiche—where
offenders within the Barony who were doomed to death
suffered on the gallows. Nearer still we have Tom-Lunquhart
—the “Hill of Fetters”—where less heinous offenders and
Highland reivers were kept in chains or fetters, and if we
allow the conjecture that the Crannoge was the prison, or
place of confinement, we have all the paraphernalia of
primitive justice centered within one short mile of one
another.”

A third theory is that the island was a Leper-house.
There is no tradition to account for the name Loch of the
Clans, and it has been suggested that it is a corruption of
Loch-na-Clovmhean—Loch of the Lepers. Another version
gives it the name of Loch Clamant—the Loch of the Kite.

Mr Fraser’s objection that the oak beams were too sound
and strong to have formed the framework of an ancient Lake
Dwelling is an objection that would equally apply to all
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other Lake Dwellings admitted to be of very ancient
origin.

On the whole, the evidence goes to prove that this was
really an ancient Lake Dwelling, which, however, may have
been, and probably was, used in more recent times for other
purposes, such as a prison or even a leper-house. It may be
noted that a small hillock in the immediate neighbourhood is
known as “ The Castle.”

The Rev. James Graves, who was familiar with the remains
of Lake Dwellings in Ireland, considered from the description
given of it that it was identical in character with those so
common in the lake districts of Ireland, and Dr Munro, who
made a special study of this class of remains in Scotland, also
regarded it as a Lake Dwelling.

Another class of interesting remains is the vitrified hill-
forts of Dunevan, Dunearn, and Castle Finlay. The occur-
rence of these singular structures in the Highlands was first
called attention to in 1777 by John Williams, a mining
engineer, sent North by the Government Commissioners to
survey the Forfeited Estates in this district, Williams gave
a particular description of the vitrified remains on Knockfarrel
and Craig Phadrick ; and the vitrified forts which occur in the
Nairn district, as far as the remains of them left would
indicate, are of the same nature.

Dunevan, or the Doune of Cawdor, is a hill 800 feet in
height, standing out distinctly and separately from the range
in which it occurs—a general characteristic of the hills on
which these remains are to be found. It is not wooded, nor
does it ever appear to have been so. It commands a wide
view of the surrounding country and of the Moray Firth, Its
sides, which are very steep and when bare would have been
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difficult to climb, are for the most part covered with loose
stones, over which the soil arising from decayed mosses and
other vegetation has partially gathered. Near the top, how-
ever, the soil is of a rich black loam, due evidently to the
débris of the food thrown out by those who had occupied the
fort, the soil being largely intermixed with bones of swine and
other domestic animals. The contents of these deposits would
indicate a late date in the Prehistoric Period for the occupation
of these hill forts, and point to the conclusion that they were
the regular strongholds of the people who had settled on the
fertile plains below, and who retired to these fortifications
when danger was impending. A few special features may be
noted. A cutting or track can be traced along.the west
and south sides of the hill. The vitrification appears to have
been confined to the wall assumed to have enclosed the space
on the top of the hill, but nearly all traces of vitrification
have now disappeared. Some openings were made in the
level space on top in the hope of finding some structural
remains, but the only discovery made was that of a roughly-
constructed dry well, or cistern. It is on record that the
Doune of Cawdor was frequently used for beacon fires
for summoning the clans in feudal times, but it has all the
characteristics of having been the site of an ancient vitrified
hill-fort.

Dunearn, the second vitrified fort enumerated, occupies an
inland position, being about 12 miles distant from the sea-
board. It stands on the south bank of the river Findhorn,
within a mile of Dulsie Bridge, on the verge of an extensive
moor. This table-land stretches away to the south to the foot
of Carn Glass (2162 feet), and is bounded on the south-east
by a range of hills of which the Hill of Aitnoch (1326 feet)
is the most conspicuous, separating Dunearn from Dava.
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Besides the expansive view to the south, the Doune from its
position dominates the valley of the river Findhorn (anciently
the river Earn, from which the Doune receives its name). The
Doune is now thickly wooded with birch, pine, and alders, and
the level area on top which extends to about two acres, has in
recent years been cultivated and cropped. In reclaiming the
ground considerable quantities of loose rounded stones had to
be removed, and amongst them were found masses of vitrified
stones. These were all cleared off. Little or no vitri-
fication is now to be seen, and the Doune wears a somewhat
soft, sylvan aspect, as if it had been at one time the retreat of
a recluse who had Destowed some care and pains in
improving and beautifying the grounds. That this impression
may not be altogether unfounded is seen from the fact that on
descending on the eastern side of the hill, we come upon a
piece of cleared ground which bears the name of the Chapel-
field. There isan outline in the green turf of the foundation of
a building of rectangular form, but there are no remains of the
chapel, nor is there any record or tradition regarding it. Its
name and history have alike perished.

As a vitrified fort Dunearn, like its neighbour Dunevan,
appears to have been in ancient times a place of safety for the
dwellers in the valley to resort to when danger threatened.
It was admirably suited for the purpose. It is an isolated
hill, has steep sides difficult to scale, and with a defensive
wall around the top, the occupants would be perfectly secure
from any assault.

Castle Finlay differs in several material respects from the
two previous hill-forts.  Its position is less conspicuous, and
its dimensions are of smaller extent. It lies at the foot of the
Geddes Hill, near its westmost corner. It has the peculiarity
of being defended by ditches on both sides. A streamlet carry-



CASTLE FINLAY. 25

ing a portion of the drainage of the Geddes Hill des‘cends'u'pon[
its upper end. At present the water flows past in a-ru‘nleﬁ:
on the south side, but the least overtlow would send it down'
the north channel. Both water courses are distinctly marked’
by deep cuttings. The one separates Castle Finlay from the“:
Greddes Hill, the other from the high ground to tlie west. In
addition to these natural defences, it appears to have been’
still further protected by two ring trenches, which can’
be -distinctly traced, the one at the natural base of thel
hill, the other at the foot of the mound which forms the
citadel proper. On the height itself are to be found the
remains of an enclosing wall, now in ruins and represented by
an accumulation of loose stones, mixed with earth, and for the
most part grass-grown. Amongst the débris on the sides of
the hill, vitrified stones are to be found in considerable
abundance, and the merest scratching of the surface of the old
foundation brings up additional pieces completely fused
together, having a skin of a brownish metallic lustre, with’
blisters, blotches, and blow holes, resembling iron slag from a’
furnace. As far as appears, the vitrification was carried
round the whole enclosure, though only a certain proportion’
of the stones, and these the smaller ones, was fused by the
heat. The accumulation of earth and stones is larger at the’
north and south ends than at any other part. The collapse.
of the wall is so complete that it is difficult to arrive at any
definite conclusions as to its construction, but certain appear'—'
ances suggest that after the stone-work was vitrified it may’
have been further protected on the outside by an earthwork.
It is a curious feature that a small portion of the hill-top at
the south end has been left outside the enclosing wall, but
probably the morass formed by the accumulation of the water
before it fell into the channels already described may have
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been considered sufficient protection against an assault from
that quarter. The level space within the vitrified wall-
foundation, extending to about a quarter of an acre, is oval-
shaped, and the soil for the most part is remarkably rich. It
is now a thicket of bramble and raspberry bushes, ferns, and
long grass, with a few fairly grown fir trees. In the digging
out of the roots of some older trees, the ground has been a
good deal disturbed, which may account for the flattening out
of portions of the hill-side, thus rendering them less steep.

In Castle Finlay we have undoubtedly the remains of a
small vitrified hill-fort, with indications of its having been
protected by ditches and earth-works. How this vitrified
fort came to be called Castle Finlay is unknown. In Gaelicit
is Caisteil Fhionnlaidh, Castle of Finlay (the Fair-haired Hero).
There are four saints in the Irish Calendar of the name of
Finnligh, and Finlay was the name of Macbeth’s father. Both
tather and son were Maormers or Kings of Moray. It is a
curious circumstance that the Gaelic name for the high ground
a few hundred yards to the west is Zi-goull, “The King’s Place.”

The theory that these vitrified hills were merely the sites
of beacon fires will not apply to Castle Finlay on account of
its inconspicuous position. It is quite evident that it was a
stronghold. The circumstance that vitrified stones are to be
found in every part of the foundation of the wall proves that
the vitrification was done by design, and not by accident.
These remains do not throw any light on the method by
which the stones were fused, but there is nothing inconsistent
in their appearance with the theory that the enclosing wall
was built of stones mixed with faggots and peat and then
fired, the interstices acting as powerful draughts to the flame
and raising the heat to a degree sufficient to melt many of
the stones and consolidate the mass.
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About a mile from Castle Finlay in a south-easterly
direction on the Geddes Hill there are remains of another hill-
fort. But it bears no mark of vitrification. It is the highest
point on the Geddes or Urchany Hill. It is known as “The
Cairn,” and has been used in recent times as the site of a
bonfire. The north and west sides are formed by the gniess
rock, rising straight up some eight feet high like a wall, and
the south and east sides are apparently made up with stones,
many of them of larger size than is usually found in a cairn.
The platform, which is quite level, is covered with greensward
and an abundant crop of broom. It is quite a small place,
but its situation is exceedingly bold and defiant.

A further class of remains, interesting from their associa-
tions, has to be noticed. These are a series of artifieial-looking
mounds supposed to be Moot Hills, where justice was
dispensed by the chief in association with the headmen of the
tribe. Two mounds from forty to fifty feet high to the west
of the Church of Petty are known as Zom mhoit, that is, the
Court-hill. A mound cut through by the railway between
Culloden and Dalcross also bore the name of Zom mhoit.
Cantraydoune, in the same district, is a hill of a similar
form. At the Loch of the Clans, a round-shaped hill of the
same character (as formerly noticed) goes by the name of
“The Castle” At Auldearn a mound now known as the
Doocot-hill was formerly called “The Castle.” Similar
mounds are associated with fairies and witches. The
hillock at Mid-Fleenas is known as the Shian or Fairy
Hill, and a road leading across the valley to Urchany
is called the Shian road. This mound is the only one
that appears to have been excavated. As already noticed,
an opening was made in it about the year 1860, and
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it was previously excavated in 1845. On both occasions
Pagan interments were disclosed. A Shian hillock exists
at Dulsie, and it is supposed to have given its name to
that lovely spot. 7Twula-Sith means the Fairy’s Hill. In a
remote corner in the southern extremity of Nairnshire, there
is a small Joch which bears the name of Loch-an-Tutach (the
Loch of the Silver Horn), and at one end of it there is-a mound
called Shian o Tuiach. At Moyness, the people grimly call
ia similar mound “The Deil’s Hillock,” whilst an artificial-
looking knoll on the sea-bank, a little to the west of the town
of Nairn, probably also a moot-hill, is called both “ The Fairy
Hillock,” and the “ Witches’” Hillock.” It'is referred to in
old writings by the latter name. Two moot-hills occur at
Tearie, neéar DBrodie. '
~ All these mounds bear traces, more or less, of having been
artificially rounded, and in some instances there is a trench
round the base, and in others of a cutting round the middle
of the hill. The fact that interments of a Pagan form have
‘been found, in at least one instance, indicates a Prehistorie
origin, although they may have had later associations. )
)
From the foregoing account of the remains that have come
«down to us of Prehistoric Times in Nairnshire, some idea may
be formed of the social conditions of the inhabitants. It is
probable that the earliest settlers here, as elsewhere in these
northern parts, were hunters, living on the fruits of the chase,
using for all their wants the rude implements of flint and
stone, examples of which have been discovered. The condi-
tions of life would necessarily be of the simplest character—
wattled huts in which they slept and prepared their food;
in the neighbourhood of their huts they dressed the skins
which clothed. them, and fashioned the weapons and imple-
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ments they used. These settlements, by natural growth or
by the arrival of fresh colonists, developed into tribes, and
hunting, the occupation of the pioneers, gave place to pastoral
pursuits, and cattle became their chief interest and wealth.
The land as a whole remained untilled, but, from the presence
of the food-urn in some of the graves, and the occurrence
of numerous querns associated with these remains, corn must
have been grown. Probably it was confined to patches on the
sunny slopes of the lower district and the fertile haughs along
the course of the streams. The country for the most part must
have been an uncultivated waste, differing in no essential
respect from the waste-ground and moorland which the
modern plough has not yet broken up. To what extent it was
wooded it is impossible to say. That there were great forests of
oak in the lower district in primeval times there is abundant
proof ; thickets of alders then as now doubtless fringed the
water courses, whilst the heights of the uplands were crowned
with firs and ash. There was no drainage, and large
bogs occupied the place of much of the ground now under
cultivation. From a general view of similar remains
throughout the country, it is pretty clearly established
that the early race were of Pictish or Celtic origin. The
form of burial, the weapons, the structures, and the personal:
ornaments are referable to only one race, and that the Celtie.
The old place-names, except on the coast, are intensely Celtic
both in language and idea. That there was in these long ages,
progress or development in civilisation is clearly proved.
Skill and ingenuity, however, of a surprising degree is
manifested in the implements they fashioned in the Stone
Age, no less than in the ornaments they constructed after
bronze came into use. Their burial places are a testimony
to their attachment to their honoured ancestors, and at the
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same time a proof of their remarkable skill. Their selection
of places well adapted for the safety of their households in
time of danger, and their unique employment of the agency
of fire in strengthening the stone ramparts, are characteristics
of a people possessed of considerable intelligence and
power. The entire absence of those abject underground
dwellings—the earth-houses—to be found in some parts of the
country, significant of a timid, cowed, and craven people,
may be taken as an indication that the tribes settled in this
district were sufficiently powerful and numerous to hold their
own in the open field against their enemies. The institution
of moot-hills shows the existence of an authority to admin-
ister justice between man and man. All these are indications
of a people far removed from at least the lowest stage of
barbarism. And if we try to form a picture of these early
times and localise it in the Valley of the Nairn, we may
imagine little communities settled here and there all along
the fertile lands adjacent to the river and its tributaries,
from the seaboard to the heights of Strathnairn, dwelling
in huts and booths, and following primitive, pastoral pursuits ;
obeying the authority of their chiefs, honouring the remains
of their distinguished ancestors with rites of cremation and
interment in stone-built tombs ; recognising the sun as their
principal deity, but worshipping the powers of nature as
their personal gods, accepting phenomenal circumstances as
omens of good or evil, peopling their little world with evil
spirits whose anger had to be averted and their favour
conciliated according to the observances laid down by the
“wise men ” or priests of the time—a system of belief which
after the lapse of centuries of Christian teaching has not been
wholly extirpated.
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of Burghead, they found a native settlement upon it, which
they called Alata Castra, or the Winged Camp, probably an
enclosed camp with wooden pallisades stretching seaward
and landward on the promontory. Passing Burghead, the
rivers Findhorn and Nairn would have been visible, but they
are not noticed by Ptolemy, if the Loxa be Lossiemouth,
which the similarity of the name would indicate. In view of
the undoubted existence of a numerous population on the
banks of the Nairn in Prehistoric times, it is probable that
on the high ground known as the Castle Hill, a settlement’
existed, and it may be permissible to imagine that the’
appearance of the Roman galleys with their great banks of’
oars as they swept along the bay must have filled the minds
of the ancient inhabitants of these parts with wonder and
consternation. There is no record of any previous ships
having penetrated the firth. The Celts were not a maritime
people. Canoes, skiffs, and coracles or skin boats, were
doubtless in use along the shores, and an occasional Norse
vessel may have found its way or been driven into the firth -
But no such ships as the great Roman vessels of war, some‘i
of them capable of carrying 500 men, had ever been seen
there before. It is on record that the Roman sailors occa-
sionally landed and pillaged the native settlements on the
coast. It is reasonable to suppose that as careful navigators
they would select landing places in the sandy bays rather
than on the rock-bound coasts, and it is not at all improbable
that the first visitors from the outer world who ever stepped
on the shores of Nairn were these Roman sailors. There has
always been a tradition—though tradition on such a point
is not of much value—of a Roman camp at Delnies near Nairn,
and a peculiar round earthwork used to be pointed out as
its remains, (it is now the site of a salmon fishery ice-house)-
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It is recorded in Giough’s Camden’s Britannica (vol. iii. p. 430)
that “some years ago was dug up in a common near Nairn
an urn containing a series of Roman silver coins of different
Emperors.” “ At Inshoch in the parish of Auldearn, about
three miles east of Nairn, there were found in a moss several
remains of Roman coins, two heads of a Roman hasta or
spear, two heads of the Roman horseman’s spear, as described
by Josephus, Lib, iii, c. 3, and a round piece of thin metal,
hollow on the underside, all of ancient Roman brass.”
(Chalmer’s Cale. vol. I. p. 179 ; Transactions of the Society
of Antiquaries, part II, pp. 70-136). In Roy’s Military
Antiquities it is stated (vol. I, p. 88) that “ Roman coins
have Dbeen found at several places along the coast of the
firth, particularly at Nairn. Near to Ardersier [Delnies]
a few miles west of Nairn, were dug up about forty years
ago a very curious Roman sword and the head of a spear.”
These relics, if correctly described-—which is open to some
doubt, most of the authorities cited being strongly biased in
favour of the view of a Roman occupation in the North—are
interesting so far as they go, though perhaps hardly conclusive:
of the actual presence of the Romans in the district. The
older antiquarians generally classed all the leaf-shaped swords
and bronze weapons as Roman, and in the same way called
these earthworks Roman camps or Danish forts. They
could not, however, mistake the coins.

The Roman Fleet appears to have sailed up the beauly
Firth, no doubt in the expectation of finding an open water-
way. It is named the Varar, which name is preserved in
the river Farar and Glenfarar, and later geographers have
applied the name Vararis estuarium to the whole Moray Firth.
A town named Banatia is placed on the east side of the mouth
of the river Ness. Retwrning, they explored the Dornoch



34 RETIREMENT OF THE ROMANS,

Firth. The high bank at Little Ferry they named Rip Alta.
Beyond, they found the river Ila, corresponding in situation
with the Helmsdale river, termed the Ulie in Gaelic. The
three great promontories, Veruvium, Vervedrum, and
Travedrum, on Ptolemy’s chart, are doubtless Noss Head,
Duncansbay Head, and Dunnet Head (Skene’s Celtic Secot.).
The Roman Fleet then visited the Orkneys, passing round to
the West Coast, and ultimately made the camplete cireuit of
the British Coast, returning to their anchorage in the Firth
of Forth. They described the various tribes then inhabiting
Scotland. The name they gave to the people on the Moray. -
Firth coast was Vacomagi, the border people, while to the
north-west they placed the Caledoniz.

Before the Fleet returned, Agricola had been recalled
by the Emperor Domitian, and although subsequent Roman,
Generals attempted to carry out his plans of conquest,
they failed, and in the year 410 the Roman Army finally
retired from Britain,’and the Roman Government came to an
end. The existence of the Roman Empire on the Continent
was threatened, and every Roman soldier was needed for its
defence. A vast mass of “barbarians” from the North of
Europe had descended upon the plains, and they speedily
landed upon the coasts of England, cutting off for nearly two
centuries all further intercourse with Rome. South Britain
was eventually over-run and conquered by these Northmen,
and the light of the Christian faith kindled in the time of
the later Romans was extinguished. DPaganism became the
dominant and almost exclusive religion throughout the whole
territories formerly subjugated by the Roman Army. The
early British Church, even in the days of its greatest strength,
had never been able to make any progress north of the Tay,
probably not beyond the Forth. Hence the Caledonian
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Highlands retained its original Pagan faith, and these
changes in the south did not affect it. . Although the
Romans had plans in view of subjugating Ireland, they
never carried out their intentions, but some of the missionaries
crossed over and founded Christian Churches in Ireland; and
whilst the light went out or became very dim in England, it
burned brightly during this period of seclusion in Ireland.
In the South of Scotland, one of the great missionary
preachers of the first British Church, as it may be called, was
St. Ninian. He was the son of a Southern Pictish chief. He
travelled to Rome, visited St. Martin of Tours, and on his
return from the Continent built the first stone church in
Scotland at Whithern, in Wigtonshire. His fame was
great, and for centuries after his death his memory was held
in the highest veneration. He is supposed to have been one
of the earliest missionaries to Ireland, but his name did not
reach the northern division of Scotland till a much later
period.

When the veil of obscurity is partially lifted on the
introduction of Christianity by Saint Columba in the middle
of the Sixth Century, we get our next view of these Northern
parts. King Brude, son of Maelchon, reigns over the Kingdom
of the Northern Picts, which extends from the Firth of Tay
in the south to the Orkneys in the north. His residence is at
Inverness, and his nobles and chiefs, his military leaders and
men of rank, would doubtless be in attendance at his court
or settled in the neighbourhood. The old Castle-hill of
Inverness, all things considered, best answers to the descrip-
tion of the site of his palace, which was probably a wooden
structure protected by a pallisade enclosing the hill. At
the gateway, Columba and his two companions demanded
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admittance, but on the guard refusing to open, they started
to sing a psalm. Columba had a magnificent voice, and the
unwonted sound of psalm-singing reaching the Castle, orders
were apparently given to admit the strangers. The gate was
immediately flung open, and they entered and were ushered
into the presence of the King. The visit of the Irish
missionaries to Inverness, so picturesque and interesting in
its features as an incident of missionary enterprise, really
marks a turning point or epoch in the history of the Celtic
nation. It was probably the year 565 in which this visit
was made. Columba had come from Ireland to Tona in the
year 560. King Brude, who was in the eighth year of his
reign, embraced the new faith, and gave the missionaries the
fullest liberty to evangelise the country. The only opposition
they met with was from the Magi or Wise Men, the priests
of Paganism, who claimed to have power over the winds and
the waves and other forces of nature through the agency of the
spirits of darkness. But the influence of Broichan, the Pagan
priest at the court, was not sufficient to prevent the spreading
of the new faith. Columba addressed large crowds in the
neighbourhood of Inverness. Doubtless Inverness became a
centre for missionary labour. Whether Columba himself made
any excursions eastward of Inverness on his first visit is
uncertain, but if he made his journey to Deer in Aberdeen-
shire on a subsequent occasion from Inverness, he would have
probably taken the coast road through Nairn and Moray.
In tracing the influence of the Early Celtic Chureh, it has to
be kept in view that it was a peculiarity of the Celtic system
“that the saints whose memory was held in veneration
were in every instance the planters of the churches in
which they were commemorated, or the founders of the
monasteries from which the planters came,”—a rule quite



DEDICATIONS OF THE EARLY CELTIC CHURCH. 3

different from- later dedications. It is in vain now to look
for the remains of their places of worship. At first their
cells or oratories were made of wattles, which soon decayed.
Latterly they built small dry-stone chapels shaped like bee-
hives. Few of these structures have survived the hand of
time, and none are known to exist in this quarter. The
sites of some of these chapels can, however, be identified by
the names of the saints preserved in the dedications, or in
fairs, or place-names.

There is a dedication to Saint Columba at Petty. At
Auldearn, the memory of Columba is preserved in St. Colm’s
fair, held on 20th June. Originally observed as a Church
festival in honour of the Saint, it became in course of
centuries a fair. It was regarded as one of the most
important markets in the North, and till quite recently the
day was observed as an annual holiday throughout the
district. About the year 1880, having dwindled to small
dimensions, it ceased to be held.

An interesting point arises in regard to Cawdor. The
old ecclesiastical dedication in the parish was to St. Evan,
hence Barevan, Dunevan, &c. It is mentioned by Dr. Joseph
Anderson that at Kingussie there is an undoubted dedica-
tion to St. Columba, and in the neighbouring parish of
Insh there is a bell known as “ Kunan’s Bell.”. Tt is of a
pattern peculiar to the period of the Celtic Churech, and
he concludes that the bell belonged to a Church at Insh
dedicated to Saint Adamnan, a successor to Columba as
Abbot of Iona and his biographer. The two dedications
are frequently found in pairs in this way in other parts of
Scotland, and the name “Eunan” was one of the many forms
of Adamnan’s name. Precisely similar facts occur in reference
to the parish of Cawdor. There is the undoubted dedication to
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St. Colm at the neighbouring parish of Auldearn, and
there is preserved at Cawdor Castle a bell of the identical
Celtic Church type—a square-sided, iron-hammered, loop-
handled bell. The name is Evan or Ewen, and that it may
be a corruption of Adamnan, like “ Kunan,” is not so im-
probable as might at first appear, as in the parish of Dull,
a fair held on October 6th is called Feil Konan; the ZTober
Eonan (Well of Eonan) is in the garden of the manse;
while further down the glen, there is Craiy Euny, and
Market BEuny. Dr Anderson says it is not known to whom
the Church of Insh was dedicated, but he appears to have
overlooked the fact that Shaw in his “ History of Moray”
states, that the vicarage of Insh is dedicated to St. Ewen, the
same as at Cawdor. That appears to settle the identity of the
two dedications. Adamnan is “ Little Adam,” and his name
assumes at least a dozen forms. Whoever the saint
may have been who founded the church at Cawdor, the bell
is an undoubted relic of the. Celtic Church period. All that
is known of it is that it belonged to an old church in the
parish, and there is no foundation for the statement that it
was the Dbell of the private chapel at Cawdor Castle. Tt is
vastly more ancient than the Castle itself. In all likelihood,
it belonged to the earliest Church of Barevan, and having
been blessed by the saint whose name it bore, was so venerated
by the people that it was preserved when all else connected
with the original church had perished.  So precious were
these relics regarded that a special keeper of them was often
appointed ; he was called the Dewar, and his place of abode
Baile-an-deoradh. About a mile south of Cawdor Castle, on
the road leading towards Barevan Church, is a small croft
known as Ballindore. It was probably there that the heredi-
tary custodier of the old Celtic Church bell dwelt. A



©SITES OF CHAPELS. 39

judicial as well as a religious significance attached to these
relics down to a pretty late date. It is recorded that in
1518, Sir John Campbell of Calder received the services of
some of the small clans on the West Coast, “who were
sworn upon the mass buik and the relic callit the Arwachyll,
at the isle of Kilmobuie,” and there is a township there
called Ballindore. »

The site of a small chapel occurs near Lochloy, on the
carse land, within a short distance of the western end of
Lochloy. It bears marks of such extreme primitiveness that
it may possibly be an early Columban chapel. The mound
upon which it was built was also used as a burying place.
The foundations of the wall, as far as can be seen, are built of
dry-stone, and the headstones are undressed and unmarked.
The well close by is known as the chapel-well, but the name
of the saint to which it was doubtless dedicated is lost. The
circumstance that the villagers of Lochloy and the fishers of
Mavistown had their burial places in more recent times at
Auldearn favours its remote antiquity. Its existence had
been almost forgotten until in forming the road down to
the Loch, fragments of human bones were disclosed, and
the proprietor stopped further interference with it.

Chapels built in proximity to cairns and circles are
generally of early Columban origin, and there are two
instances of these—one at Urchany and another at Clava. In
this latter case the dedication is to Saint Dorothy—a Greek
saint—which is very remarkable, and may be a reminiscence
of a very early association. At Rosemarkie there was an
early Columban settlement, which was re-dedicated to a
later Roman Catholic saint. The exposed promontory at
Burghead was also chosen as a monastic settlement, and
the saint’s name is probably preserved in “Saint Ethan’s
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Well,” about a quarter of a mile to the east of the village
of Burghead. St. Ethernanus, a Columban saint, founded
several churches on the eastern sea-board of Scotland.

The place-names yield a few slight suggestions of probable
early dedications. Kulravock is apparently the name of some
forgotten saint. The traditionary site of the chapel is occupied
by a pigeon house. Kildrummie is not, as might be supposed,
a modern adoption of the name of the historical castle of
Kildrummie in Aberdeenshire; it is one of the oldest place--
names in the district. It is derived from C%l, church, Druim,
a ridge. The name Belivat, according to tradition, preserves
the memory of a saint. Buaile Ichid means “ the enclosure of
a priest called Ichid,” but all that the name will yield in its
present form is “ Town of the Twenty.” * Fichid’s Fair” was
held at Belivat down to the middle of the eighteenth cent‘,ury,‘
when, according to common report, it was transferred to
Grantown in Strathspey, where it was called “ Figgit's Fair.”
A well at Wester Belivat is known as Tchid’s Well, and a
stone there used to be called Ichid’s Chair. The name of one
of the Abbots of Lismore was Eochaidh. His death is
recorded in the year 635. The Abbots of Lismore had a
not very distant connection with the neighbourhood. The
Columban settlement at Rosemarkie was originally founded
by Maluog of Lismore, and the church of Mortlach was also
dedicated to him. He was described as “the pure, the
bright, the pleasant, the sun of Lismore.”

Relics of the Celtic Church have been found in another
direction. ' ,

When the missionaries came from Ireland they brought
with them copies of the Seriptures written on vellum,
having generally the figure of a cross drawn outside, the
cover being also decorated with silver-work and ornamented
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with designs of a peculiar character. The form of the cross
is so distinet that it has been styled the Celtic cross, and
the pattern is so unique that it is now known as Celtic
ornamentation. From the manuscripts the peculiar form
of cross and the characteristic ornaments were after a time
carried on to the stone-pillars and slabs which the people
erected either in honour or in memory of the preachers.
On these stones were also carved a series of peculiar symbols,
confined to the period of the Celtic Church.

There are three of these Celtic Church monuments in the
district. The one stands on the bank above the Carse of
Delnies, and an idle legend has given it the name of the
Kebbock Stone. The story is that two chiefs and their
clans fought a great battle there for possession of a kebbock
of cheese. Hence the name Kebbock Stone. A heap of
stones, probably the ruins of an oratory, lay beside the
pillar, but has been removed. The slab is very much
wasted from the effects of weathering and ill-usage, but
the faint outline of a Celtic cross can still be traced
upon one side of it. It is a cross of the earliest form
—incised and undecorated,—and it would have been a most
interesting memorial of early Christian times had it been
better preserved.

The next example of a Celtic monument is to be found in
the romantic reach of the river Findhorn, on the south side of
the river below Glenferness. Legend has also been busy with
it. It is known as the Princess Stone, and the story is told
‘that a Danish Prince, detained as a hostage at the court of the
native King, fell in love with the King’s daughter. The father
refused him the hand of his daughter, on the ground that he
was a son of his greatest enemy. The Dane, however, per-
suaded the young Princess to escape with him. They were
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missed, pursued and discovered in the Dulsie wood. The
river was in flood, but preferring the risk of drowning to the
pain of captivity, they rode on the one horse to the brink of
the river, and plunged boldly into the rushing torrent. They
were swept down by the foaming stream, and drowned, their
bodies, locked in' each other’s arms, being found next morning
on the sandy beach of the river below Ferness. Here, in this
haugh they were interred, a cairn raised over their grave, and
this monument erected to perpetuate -their memory. The
great Flood of 1829, which proved so disastrous to the lands
lying along the banks of the Findhorn, spared the grave of the
unfortunate lovers, its waters dividing, leaving it an island.
The channel of the river has since returned to its old bed, and
the grave is now beyond its reach. Such is the story. The
monument itself, whatever be the occasion of its erection, is
unmistakeably a sculptured stone of the Celtic Church period.
It has suffered considerably from the hand of time, and is but
a remanent of its former greatness, but many of the sculptures
on its lichen-covered surface can still be traced. The upper
part of the stone is gone, but the lower portion of a cross of
the Celtic type is visible. The cross was decorated with the
chain pattern, and at the corner of the arms at their intersec-
tion with the shaft are four bosses—one at each corner. With
the exception of a space in the centre where the carving
has become obliterated, the main portion of the slab is filled
with the spiral ornament. At the foot, in a panel, there
are two human figures—one much stouter than the other—
embracing each other.  On the reverse side of the stone, the
chain pattern is again visible at the top. It is much wasted,
but there would seem to be a serpent in the toils of the chain
ornament—an unusual subject in Celtic art. Immediately
below, the figure of a man on one knee drawing the cross-bow
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is visible, but the object at which he aims his arrow cannot
be deciphered.. Behind him is what is known. as the
.“elephant ”—a creature: with huge.jaws, scroll-shaped feet,
:and a trunk springing from the back of his head. Below it
aceurs - the symbol of the creseént and bent-rod or sceptre—
"both: rather small in size.  The.main subject lower down is a
magnificent bent-rod, with sceptre ends richly carved, com-
bined with the double disc or spectacle ornament, resting upon
the back of a-large “ elephant ” figure,and apparently crushing
it to the ground. The drawing is full of animation.

The.. key to the meaning of .these mysterious .emblems
and: figures has been lost. They.occur chiefly on slabs
found in the North Eastern counties of Scotland. They
illustrate one phase of the religious thought of the early
Christian Church. Everything was symbolised. The: very
animals were taken as types of moral qualities. The goat was
the. type of the proud, the wild boar of the wicked, and so on.
A conflict between the Christian and his spiritual enemies as
represented by these animals is a constant subject. The archer
in the Ferness slab is probably aiming at a wild boar, thus
destroying the wicked. The figure of the “elephant” occurs
upon over thirty stones in Scotland. It has been suggested that
it embodies the conception of a Celtic artist who had heard of
but had.never. seen an elephant. .~ More probably it is a repre-
sentation of an ugly, hateful beast—i.e., the Evil One. It is
significant that in this picture the large bent-rod and double-
disc are pressing the animal to the ground. The bent-rod
with sceptre-like ends may be intended to represent a rod of
power and a sceptre of mercy, the double dise of perfect
- vision; . the .crescent shape the vault of heaven. It .is note-

twarthy, that the bosses enclosed within the disc are seven
in number. The same thing occurs on several other
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stones in Scotland. They are probably seven stars. The
interpretation of these symbols has not, however, got much
beyond the region of guessing. This old weather-wasted
monument, clasped together with iron rods and supported
by buttresses, must have been a rich piece of sculpture
in its day, fraught doubtless with lessons of interest
and importance to the generations who understood its
meaning.

About a mile south of the Princess Stone, occurs another of
the places bearing the name of Ballintore—an ecclesiastical
association which would indicate that a Columban chapel had
existed not far from the spot. Some two miles lower down
the river, the haugh has the name of Dalnaheigleish—
Dal-na-Eaglais, “ Field of the Church.”

The most perfect example of these ancient Celtic cross-
bearing slabs is at Brodie Castle, in the avenue near the East
Lodge. It formerly stood in the centre of the old village of
Dyke, and is known as Rooney’s Stone from the circumstance-
that for a time it lay neglected in the garden of a man of that
name. On the reverse side is a perfect little cross of the
Celtic type, recessed at the intersection of the arms. It is
decorated all over with the chain-pattern. On the obverse side
there occur two figures with bird-like beaks. Underneath
there is a characteristic representation of the “elephant”
symbol, the body of which is worked in the chain-pattern.
Several other Celtic symbols occur. An additional point of
interest in this slab is that on the raised border around the
stone an Ogham inscription is traceable.  Several experts in
Ogham writing,—which consists of dashes or strokes divided:
into groups to represent the alphabet,—have been at work
upon it, but as yet no satisfactory reading has been arrived’
at by them.
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Similar cross-bearing slabs have been found, as might be
expected, at Rosemarkie and Burghead. One of the stones at
Rosemarkie is a beautiful specimen of fretwork, in combina-
tion with the divergent spirals. Several small slabs with
incised bulls cut on them have been found at Burghead.
They are not properly speaking Celtic symbolic animals, and
one explanation of their origin is that they are a remanent of
the old Pagan worship, executed within the early Christian
period. At Elgin a decorated cross of Celtic character was
dug up a few years ago in the High Street there, and has been:
placed within the Cathedral grounds.

The magnificent sculptured pillar at Forres, the crowning’
glory of the school of art of the Celtic Church period, bears on
one side a very beautiful cross of the Celtic type. It is richly
decorated with the Celtic ornament, resembling the designs:
on the “Book of Lindisfarne ”—a manuscript of the Seventh
Century. Beneath the cross there are two gaunt human
figures, apparently in an attitude of peace-making or recon-
ciliation. The other side of the pillar presents a series of
representations in panels or divisions:—in the top panel a
troop of cavalry, the horses prancing proudly;in the second
division, foot soldiers brandishing their weapons and shouting
for the battle; in the third division, captives, naked and
chained, making their submission; in the fourth, an execu-
tioner, with armed attendants, at work beheading prisoners,
the headless bodies being piled up horizontally ; immediately
below, there appears to be a single combat going on,
while an officer advances with trumpeters; in the next
division, foot soldiers have put to flight a troop of cavalry;
the final scene represents the horses caught, the riders'
beheaded, their bodies piled up or hung in chains, one head
being apparently enclosed in a frame—all this appearing
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on front of an arch-way or canopy. The remainder of the
pillar is sunk in the masonry supporting it, but a row of
grave faces is visible, probably representing a council or
senate. The picture is one of mortal combat, and in ordinary
circumstances would be accepted as a record of a battle, but
from the intensely symbolic character of all similar subjects on
monuments bearing the Celtic cross and ornaments, it is more
probable that there is locked up in these wonderful carvings
some literary conception of the predominating religious idea
of the age—of life being a dire conflict with evil. The Forres
pillar differs from other Celtic monuments only in that the
Celtic emblems and typical animals are awanting,.

Two important finds of ornaments belonging to the Early
Celtic Church period were made at Croy. In the year 1875
some young people were engaged planting potatoes in a field
near the Church of Croy, when in turning over the soil
one of the girls found a number of curious articles and
brought them home with her.  They were examined by
the Rev. Thomas Fraser, who at once discerned their
great antiquarian value, and had them sent up to the
Edinburgh Antiquarian Museum. The hoard consisted of a
silver brooch, two coins, some silver wire thread, part of a
bronze balance beam, and a number of beads. The brooch
is of penannular form—that 'is, has an opening in the
ring.. The body of the brooch is plain, 3 inches in diameter,
the ends expanding in the form of circular dises, in which are
amber settings surrounded by a double rope-like moulding.
The ends of the circular ring or body of the brooch are
finished in a way suggestive of the head of an animal
holding the disc in its widely-extended jaws. The centre
of the ring forming the upper part of the brooch has an
oblong sunk panel with a circular amber setting and inter-
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laced ornaments on either side. The brooch was broken, and
the pin was not found. Dr Anderson says that while it is an
undoubted Celtic brooch, it is noticeable that the art of this
brooch does not possess the special characteristics of the art
of the manuseripts. The inference is “ that in the Croy brooch
we have an example of the style of the earlier portion of the
period of the type of these penannular brooches before the
characteristic decoration of that period had fully developed.”
Only one of the coins was preserved. It is a penny of Ceen-
wulf, King of Mercia, who reigned from 795 to 818. The
time when this hoard was deposited was therefore subsequent
to the close of the eighth century, and this gives an
approximate indication of the period of the type of these
penannular brooches. The bronze balance beam of a small
pair of scales was a common equipment of the travelling
merchant at a time when the country possessed no coinage of
its own and all barter was by bullion weight of the precious
metal. The silver wire was of the thinness of fine thread,
and the chain or band about half-an-inch diameter and knitted
with the ordinary stocking stitch. Of the four beads pre-
served two were of glass with spots of coloured enamels, and
two of amber.

The spot where the hoard was found was at the time dili-
gently searched, but nothing further was discovered, but one
day, several years later, the tenant of the farm came upon frag-
ments of two similar brooches, but of much finer manufacture.
They are decorated with the Celtic pattern. One of the
brooches is of marvellously beautiful design and workmanship.
It has plates of gold and filigree work. It closely resembles
the fragment found at Dunbeath, of which it has been said
that «if it had been entire it would have had few competitors
in the world as a work of art.”



48 CHARACTER OF THE CELTIC CHURCH.

That many other relies of this period may exist, though
still undiscovered, is shown by the fact that in 1890 a portion
of a slab was dug up at Achareidh, near Nairn, bearing
carvings of the fretwork pattern similar to what appears in
such perfection on the Rosemarkie stone. It is evidently the
corner of a cross-bearing slab with raised border. A further
search may yet reveal other portions of the ancient
monument to which it belonged.

For a century and a half, the Celtic Church held undivided
sway over the Northern Kingdom of the Picts. The services
of the missionaries were welcomed by the native chiefs, who
gave them sites for their oratories in or near their own
raths, and corn lands for their sustenance in the vicinity,
and gifts of land were at subsequent times added to the
original endowments. The doctrine and ritual of the
church corresponded to the doctrine and ritual of the
Christian Church of the Fourth Century. It was the
Church of Augustine and Jerome, not the Church of
Rome of the Seventh Century. Certain elements im-
pressed upon the church in Ireland were reproduced
in Celtic Scotland. The system of belief was coloured
and animated by the thoughts and feelings of the period
in which it took its rise. Hence it came that Chris-
tianity was introduced in the purely monastic form.
In broad outline and essential features, these monastic
institutions bore a striking resemblance to our modern
missionary settlements in Central Africa, with, however,
severer discipline and greater austerity of life. They had
little or nothing in common with the medieval monastic
cloisters. There were three orders of clergy—bishops, pres-
byters, and lay brethren—but the bishops had no dioceses,
and exercised no special jurisdiction, their pre-eminence
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being confined to purely spiritual functions; whilst, on the
other hand, a presbyter generally ruled as Abbot or head
of the institution, to whom all the brethren irrespective of
their standing gave obedience. ~The most distinguishing
characteristic of this early church was its fervent faith and
burning zeal. Since Apostolic times, it has probably had
no equal in the intensity of its devotion or in the self-
denying spirit of its enterprise. Columba, the great central
figure, was unquestionably a man of commanding genius.
His biographers unfortunately have interwoven in the narra-
tive of the events of his life, legends of marvel and iniracle.
Many of the incidents, freed of their exaggerated
eolouring, are obviously but the result and outcome of
the exercise of the splendid intellectual powers and rare
spiritual gifts of the man. His one absorbing idea was
the overthrow of Paganism and the establishment of a
higher faith and better life, and his impelling motive was
his love to Christ, who, as he says in one of his poems, was
to him “all in all” His brethren were of a like spirit.
They were men of learning and of varied accomplishments,
and commended their religion by the purity of their lives.
Their settlements were centres of religious influence, semin-
aries of education, and schools of art and industry. They
practised music, painting, and engraving. They wrought in
silver work, and did not despise the handicraft of the smith
or the occupation of the tiller of the ground. They inspired
the people with deepest reverence and affection, and every-
thing connected with them became sacred and hallowed. No
place was too obscure or remote for them to penetrate to,
and no journey too arduous for them to undertake. When
the new faith gained the ascendancy, it stopped cremation as
a form of disposing of the bodies of the dead, and introduced
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the Christian practice of burial along with the Christian
hope of the Resurrection; it substituted the cross for the
ring as a religious symbol; it directed the minds of the
people from the sun to the Creator of the sun; it cast out
the evil spirits, the demons, and introduced the good spirits,
the angels. It delivered the people from the bondage of a
crushing terrorism, and placed them under the reign of peace
and good will toward men, and taught them that human life
was not to be governed and regulated by puerile omens and
mystic signs or magic spells, but was to be placed on the sure
foundations of truth, love, faith, and hope. It freed the
slave, and offered a sanctuary to the oppressed. A
day of rest was established on the Seventh Day (Saturday),
and the First Day of the week was observed as the Lord’s
Day.

The Celtic Church ended in a Disruption. Two causes are
assigned for its overthrow. The British Church having
revived under Continental influences came into collision with
the Celtic Church about the end of the Eighth Century.
Differences arose as to the time of keeping Easter, and the
form of priestly tonsure. The matters in dispute were trivial
enough, but the principle underlying them was important.
The British Church appealed to the example of the Church
of Rome as authoritative on these points. The Celtic Church
refused to accept the authority of the Church of Rome, and
took its stand upon the custom and practice ordained and
established by Columba and its other fathers. Nechtan,
King of the Picts, sided with the Romanising party, and
expelled from his territories the Columban brethren who
would not conform. A change of dynasty for a time restored
the outed Columban clergy to their former positions, but the
current of events eventually proved too strong for them.






CHAPTER III.

THE KINGDOM OF MORAY.

KixGg BruDE died at Inverness in the year 584. In the
early years of his reign, he had waged war with the
Scots, as they were called, from Ireland who had settled on
the coasts of Argyle, but after his acceptance of Christianity
he lived at peace with them. They eventually formed the
Kingdom of Dalriada. Where King Brude was buried is
unknown. On the assumption that the chambered cairns at
Clava were the tombs of his immediate ancestors, the sugges-
tion has been made that he may have been buried with
Christian rites within the precincts of Saint Dorothy’s
chapel at Clava, but apart from the consideration that
these sepulchral remains appear to be of much greater
antiquity than that period, it is more probable that his
bones would have been interred at some more famous
Christian sanctuary.  Saint Columba outlived his royal
convert by twelve or thirteen years, and retained his in-
fluence at the royal courts both of Dalriada and Pictland.
King Nectan’s expulsion of the Columban monks who
would not conform to the Romish or British Church led to
frequent wars between the two Kingdoms, the Irish Scots
resenting the treatment received by their brethren the
missionaries. In the year 844, however, a most important
event happened. The two kingdoms were united under
Kenneth Macalpine, who, while an Irish Scot, was of the
Northern Pictish race on his mother’s side. He was styled
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King of Alban, and his successors assumed the title of King
of the Scots. Through this union of the two kingdoms the
sevenfold division of the country, corresponding to the great
tribal divisions described by the Romans, was destroyed,
and the original name of the Picts lost.

The seat of the united kingdom being no longer
Inverness but Fortrenn, the men of Moray had only a
distant connection with the events transpiring. The change
of dynasty probably in nowise affected them. They had
their own race of rulers, sometimes called the Maormer, but
nearly as often Ri, or King. Moray during these early
centuries was really an independent DPrincipality. For a
considerable period after the Macalpine dynasty was
established, almost the only references to be found in the
history of these times to Moray are to the effect that the
King of the Scots was slain there. According to some
accounts, three Kings of the Scots at different periods
met their death in the neighbourhood of Forres. The
later chroniclers state that Donald, King of Alban, son
of Constantine, was slain at Forres. King Malcolm First,
King of Alban, 942-54, endeavoured to push the power
of his kingdom benorth the Spey, and crossed the river with
an army. He slew Cellach, who was probably the native
Ri, but he was himself slain some few years afterwards by
the people of Moray at Ullern. This place has naturally
been supposed to be Auldearn, but recent writers identify it
with Blervie, near Forres, an identification supported by the
occurrence of the name Ullern in a list of castles in the
district of Forres at a later time. Skene doubts whether the
deaths both of Donald and his son Malcolm took place so far
north as the neighbourhood of Forres, but he admits that
Malcolm’s son Duff was probably killed at Forres, where he
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had fled after defeat by a rival for the throne. The story is
that he was slain by the governor of the Castle of Forres,
and his body hidden under the bridge of Kinloss, and that
the sun did not shine upon the place till it was found and
given kingly burial. The fact that an eclipse took place on
10th July, 967, may account for the tradition. Duff’s body
was taken to Iona for burial

The extent of territory of the Kingdom of Moray was very
considerable. It varied at different periods. It first appears
with the name Moreb, then Murief or Moravia, signifying
apparently “ The Realm by the Sea.” It included within its
limits the whole of the Counties of Elgin and Nairn, the
greater part of the mainland division of Inverness, and a
portion of Banff. The province of Mearn was sometimes
conjoined with it, and “ Moray and Ros” was also a common
combination. At one time, it appears, it must have
stretched across the island from sea to sea, for in one of
the statutes of William the Lion, Ergadia, .., Aregaithol,
or the whole district west of the watershed between the
German Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean, and extending from
Loch Broom on the North to Cantyre on the South, is
divided into Ergadia which belongs to Scotia and Ergadia
which belongs to Moravia.

Counting Cellach as the first, there are nine native Kings
of Moray whose names appear in history. In accordance
with Celtic custom, the office was hereditary as regards the
family, but elective as regards the individual. A further -
peculiarity, which- led to frequent strife, was that the
succession was held to pertain to two branches of the
family, each alternately having the right to elect. A third
peculiarity was that when any break occurred, the right of
succession reverted to the female side of the house. The
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same principles ran through the whole tribal organization
of the Celtic people. Next to the King or Ri, who was
the head of a mortuath or combination of tribes, came the
Toshech, head of the tuath or tribe. Four of these tuaths
lay between the Cawdor Burn and the Dyke Burn, namely,
Calder, Moyness, Brodie, and . Dyke. A fifth embraced the
district from Darnaway to the Lossie. The tuath was the
immediate predecessor of the thanage of a lafer century.

The native tribes of Moray had another enemy to contend
with besides the King of the Scots.

About the year 872, Harold Fairhair having acceded to the
throne of Norway, sought to reduce the Norwegians from the
position of freeholders of their land, to that of vassals paying
scat or land tax. A vast number of the people refusing to
submit left their lands and literally took to the sea. They
infested the Western Islands and the Orkneys. Their winter
homes were there, but their domain was the North Sea.
They became a nation of vikings or sea-rovers, and their long
ships scoured the coasts. Some fifty years before, the Danes
and Norwegians—the former called the Dubhgaill (or Dark-
haired Strangers)and the latter the Finngaill (or Fair-haired
Strangers) had plundered on the east and west coasts of
Scotland, and this new hord of buccaneers added fresh
terrors to life to the inhabitants of Moray. King Harold
himself was forced to fit out a fleet of warships against these
rebellious subject of his, and he is credited with having swept
the seas clear of them, burning and destroying every ship and
boat he could capture. In truth, he merely made the Orkneys
and Shetland a permanent settlement or colony of his kingdom,
under some princeling of Norway, and organised attempts at
conquest were then added to privateering by the vikings.

The Moray Firth still retains reminiscenses of these old days
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of the vikings in its place-names. The Romans had given
names to the coast when their fleet visited it. A fresh set of
names now appears. The Norseman calls the Moray Firth
Breidafiord (the Broadfirth), and Befiord is applied to the
Dornoch Firth, though sometimes it was used for part of the
Moray Firth. The old Celtic name of Moreb or Moravia, the
Norseman makes Mwrhefui. The bays become wicks, and
the promontories or headlands neses. Hence come Tarbetness,
Torfness (Burghead), Binsness, (at Findhorn), Whiteness (west
of Delnies), and Blackness, (the sand spit on which Fort-
George is built, the name of the old village was Blacktown.)
Inverness is the mouth of the Nesss—a name which was in
existence before the times of Norse invasion, and therefore
cannot be included in the category. Delnies (Delneish) is
probably also Celtic. Dingwall, however, is a pure Norse
name, and so is Helmsdale and many others. There are
also numerous bys and hoys on the north side of the Firth.
In Caithness, itself a Norse name, a majority of the old place-
names, both on the coast and inland, are of Norse derivation.
Sutherland (the Southland, that is, south from Caithness or
the Orkneys), though less affected, still bears traces of the
presence of the Scandinavians.

King Harold Fairhair before his return to Norway after
subjugating the vikings offered the Earldom of the Orkneys
to Rognvald, one of his Earls, in ¢ompensation to him for the
loss of his son who was killed in an affray with the vikings,
but he passed the honour to his brother Sigurd. This Earl
Sigurd, according to the Sagas, soon after invaded Scotland,
and obtained possession of all Caithness and “much more of
Scotland—Moray and Ross”’—and “he built a borg on
the southern border of Merhaefui” In another account, it is
said that he carried his conquest “as far as Ekkialshaklki.”
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The borg has been identified as Burghead, but the site of
Ekkialsbakki has not been determined. The earlier notices
of it favour the opinion that it is the river Oykell in Suther-
landshire that is intended, but subsequent references clearly
place it on the south side of the Moray Firth, near Burghead,
and apparently to the west of it.  Dr Skene has come to the
conclusion that the river Findhorn is meant, and supposes
Ekkialsbakki to be somewhere between Findhorn and Forres.
The name Bakki is Icelandic, and means the bank or high
bank of the river, but is sometimes used as a term for the
sea-coast. Anciently the river Findhorn ran much further
west than it does at present. The Old Bar within four miles
of Nairn marks its channel and outflow at one time. The
great sand-drift has changed the course of the river, and
greatly altered this part of the coast. A deep channel
extends for some distance along the inner side of the outer
extremity of the Old Bar,and has still a depth of water of six
or eight feet at ebb tide, when the sands all around are bare.
This strype, as it is called, probably marks the old mouth of
the river. 'With a spring tide, the water still runs easterly
on the inner side of the Bar for a couple of miles until it
meets the tidal current which comes through at the opening
known as the E’'e.  That this creek was not unknown to the
Norsemen is shown by the fact that in 1196 the Earl of
Orkney landed at the port f Lochloy, close to this very spot.
It is a singular coincidence that if a Norseman ran his ship
under the lee of the Old Bar and got safely anchored a mile
or a mile and a half up the stream and went ashore, the first
high ground he would reach bears in the present day the name
of Bank Head. No traditions or remains, however, can be
cited in support of Bank Head being the Norseman’s Ekkials-
bakki, Culbin, the name of the estate overwhelmed by the
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sand-drift, appears to be of Norse origin, a Culbin-burgh in
Shetland appearing during the Norse occupation. The two
older villages of Findhorn have been destroyed—the site of the
one is in the bed of the river, while the other is covered by the
sea. If “Bakki” meant merely the side of the river without
implying a high bank, circumstances might point to a certain
spot to the east of the active region of the sand-drift, close to
the old channel of the river, as a possible .site. It is
now known as the “ Armoury” (as mentioned in a former
chapter), a name given to it by modern archeologists, in
consequence of the vast number of arrow-heads, manufac-
tured flints, bronze articles, rivets, cuttings and parings of
bronze, coins, pins, bits of pottery, crucibles, spear heads, and
various other weapons and articles indicative of a centre of
population of an early time. Near to it, there is a singular-
looking mound, covered with small stones, like road me#hl,
which appear as if they had been broken by having been first
subjected to intense heat and then water poured over them.
‘The mound, which is known as Macbeth’s Hillock, has been
partially excavated, without, however, anything of importance
having been discovered. The promontory of Burghead is in
full view from it, and is distant across the bay about a couple
of miles.

‘While the exact site of Ekkialsbakki is thus uncertain, the
finely sheltered bay of Findhorn, whether approached from its
former mouth at the Old Bar or by its present short cut to
the sea, would have been a most advantageous resort for the
ships of the Norsemen. The whole region is now extremely
desolate and lonely, but it must have been at the time when
the Norsemen made their summer visits to the Moray Firth,
earning the nickname of Summarlidi (Swinmer Visitors), the
scene of many a stirring event.
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It was not far from Ekkialsbakki, that the first recorded
engagement between Malbrigda Tonn (Tooth), Maormer of
Moray, and Sigurd the Powerful, Earl of the Orkneys, took
place. The story as told in the Norse Sagas is that Mal-
brigda, described as a Scottish Earl, and Earl Sigurd made an
arrangement to meet in a certain place with forty men each,
in order to come to an agreement regarding their differences.
On the appointed day, Sigurd, suspicious of treachery on the
part of the Scots, caused eighty men to be mounted on forty
horses. When Malbrigda saw this, he said to his men, “ Now
we have been treacherously dealt with by Earl Sigurd, for 1
see two men’s legs on one side of each horse, and the men, I
believe, are thus twice as many as the beasts. But let us be
brave, and kill each his man before we die.” Then they
made themselves ready. When Sigurd saw it, he also
decided on his plan, and said to his men—* Now, let one
half of our number dismount and attack them from behind,
when the troops meet, while we shall ride at them with all
our speed to break their battle array. There was hard
fighting immediately, and it was not long till Earl Malbrigda
fell and all his men with him. Earl Sigurd and his men
fastened the heads of the slain to their saddle straps in
bravado, and so they rode home trinmphing in their victory.
As they were proceeding, Earl Sigurd, intending to kick at
his horse with his foot, struck the calf of his leg against a
tooth protruding from Malbrigda’s head which scratched him
slightly ; but it soon became swollen and he died of it.
Sigurd the Powerful was buried in a mound at Ekkialsbakli.”

The “borg” which Sigurd the Powerful built at Burghead
was a fort of extraordinary strength. Whether he was the
original builder or merely built on foundations laid by other-
men cannot now be determined. Reference has already been
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made to Burghead at the time of the visit of the Roman
Fleet, and also to its having been the site of a Columban
chapel.  Recent explorations among the remains of the
ramparts by Mr H. W. Young have revealed walls of the
most formidable character. The rampart walls were built
on a foundation of boulders laid like pavement, the sea face
constructed of solid built masonry but without lime. The
land or inner face was also built of stone. Between the
two walls there was a hearting of alternate layers of large
stones and oak planks, joined and strengthened by log oaks,
riveted to the planks by iron bolts. The wall thus con-
structed was twenty-two feet thick, and the fortification
when intact was probably not less than twenty feet high.
It is calculated by Mr Young that it would have taken a
thousand oak trees for every hundred yards, or an acre of
an oak wood for every three yards of the wall. No similar
wall exists so far as is known in Britain. Strange to
say, no relics of Roman, Celtic, or Norse antiquity of a
sufficiently distinctive character have been found in connec-
tion with it, to throw any light upon its origin. The
Norwegians were by this time famous ship-builders, and
there is no improbability in the supposition that Sigurd’s
men built these ramparts.

The year 976 was a memorable date in the annals of this
period. Through some vagary of the seasons, the summer
became winter. Snow fell in midsummer, and the weather
was terrible in the extreme. There were no crops or grass
that year, and the “muckle hunger,” as it was called—the
worst of famines—extended all over Northern Europe. In the
.simple language of the time, it is stated that “ men ate much
that was not meet for food.” Old people were thrown over
the cliffs into the sea to lessen the number of the hungry.
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Many were starved to death, and bands of men took to the
waste and robbed, and were outlawed and slain therefor. A
comet .of fearful omen appeared in the sky all that winter,
The population seemed doomed to destruction, but relief
came from an unexpected quarter. Vast shoals of herrings
made their appearance on the shores. The lives of the
Northern nations were saved by the herrings. A Northern
poet of the time, who parted with all his valuables for a
few herrings, calls them “ the silver arrows of the sea.”

A famine of another kind at this period distressed the
Norsemen in Orkney. They experienced a great scarcity
of fuel, but Earl Einar—who succeeded Sigurd the Powerful
—made the happy discovery that peat would burn and that
there were plenty of peats to be had at a particular part of
the Moray Firth, namely, Burghead, and the promontory
consequently got the name of Torfness. Between Burghead
and Findhorn, the sea has scooped out a bay, but in olden
times a forest grew where the tide now rolls, and the stumps
of the trees have only disappeared within the present
century. Deposits of peat of immense thickness are to be
found below the sand-drift now washed by the tide, and
the country behind, to the south and east, abounds with
peat mosses.

During the next century, there was comparative rest from
Norse invasion, but in the dissensions between the grandsons
of Einar, the turf king, Melbrigda, son of Ruaidhri (Rory),
Maormer of Moray, espoused the cause of Skuli against Liot.
The name of Liot is associated with a hideous picture of the
social life among the Norsemen of the time. Ragnhild, a
beautiful but infamous woman—the daughter of a no less
beautiful and infamous mother—was then his wife. She
had married his eldest brother Arnfinn, but killed him. She
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then married his brother Havard, and tiring of him, got his
nephew to kill him on the promise of her marrying him.
This he did, but the false though fair Ragnhild hired
another lover, under the same promise, to murder the
nephew, which was accomplished. She dealt as deceitfully
with the second assassin, and married instead Liot, the
brother of her first two husbands. Liot in this engage-
ment was successful, and Skuli was slain. On the death
of Malbrigda, his brother Finlay, son of Rory, became ruler
of Moray. He invaded Caithness with a large army, and
challenged Sigurd the Stout, who now held Caithness, to
meet him at Skida Myre. Finlay’s force outnumbered
Sigurd’s by seven to one, and the Orkneymen were only
induced to fight in such a forlorn hope by the promise of
their lands being restored to them as freeholds. Sigurd is
said to have consulted his mother whether he should
fight, and she gave him a-charmed banner with a raven
worked in mysterious embroiderings, which, according
to the belief of the time, obtained him the victory.
He followed up his success by over-running Moray.
Maleolm II., King of the Scots, appears to have encouraged
rather than discountenanced these attacks on Moray,
-and he showed his regard for Sigurd by giving him his
daughter in marriage—an alliance which eventually worked
mischief of which Malcolm had never dreamt. His eldest
daughter—he had no son—was married to Crinan, lay Abbot
of Dunkeld. The office of Abbot had become secularised
by this time, and was held hereditarily by some member
of the family of a local chief.

In 1014, Sigurd the Stout fell at the battle of Clontarf
fichting against Brian, King of Munster—the great struggle
between the Pagan and Christian faiths, between the native
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King and the Danish invader—and Finlay resumed his
rule over Moray and reigned until 1020, when he was
slain by his two nephews, sons of his brother Malbrigda,
who doubtless  regarded his assumption of power as illegal.
Malcolm, one of his brothers, succeeded him, and ruled to
his death.

Two notices of interest occur with respect to Finlay and
Malcolm. The “ Ulster Annals” and Tighernac’s Chronicle
in recording their deaths designate them as Ri Alban—a
title indicating that their rule extended beyond the bounds
of Moravia proper. In the Book of Deer—a manuseript
of the eleventh or twelfth centuries,—it 1is recorded
amongst other entries of gifts of land from maormers and
tossechs that “ Malcolm, son of Malbrigda, gave the Deleric.”
What land is meant by the Deleric it is impossible to say,
but the entry illustrates the connection between the
Columban monasteries and the native chiefs of Moray at
this time.

On the death of Malcolm of Moray, his brother Gilecomgan
succeeded him, but his reign was cut short by an act of
terrible retribution, at the instance apparently of Macbeth,
in revenge for the murder of his father Finlay. Gilcomgan
and fifty of his followers were burned to death in his castle.
Macbeth then married Gileomgan’s widow, and took under
his charge her infant son Lulach.

Macbeth, having thus cleared his path to the supreme rule
in Moravia, was not long in asserting his power. His first
act, however, was one of policy. King Canut the Great in
1031 invaded Scotland, and it is recorded in the Saxon
Chronicle that he received the submission, not only of the
King of Scotland, but also of two other Kings, Mwlbathe
(Macbeth), and Iemarc (of the Western Highlands),—another
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proof of the recognised position of independence of the Ri of
Moravia.

The Macbeth of Shakspeare and the Macheth of authentic
history are very different personages. The chronicles followed
by Shakspeare were to a very large extent fictitious alike as
to the dates, events, places, and persons introduced. The
scene of the most stirring events, however, remains, after all,
in this neighbourhood. The facts of history are these. On
the death of Malcolm II., Duncan, son of his eldest daughter,
claimed the throne, and his claim was admitted by the
Southern portion of the Kingdom. Malcolm’s other daughter
who had married Sigurd the Stout, had a son Thorfinn who
was now Earl of Caithness. Thorfinn refused to pay tribute
to Duncan. Duncan then conferred the title of Earl of
Caithness upon a kinsman named Moddan, who came north
to take possession, but Thorfinn was supported by his uncles
the Earls of Orkney and offered battle. Moddan returned
to the King, who on hearing of this rebellious conduct on the
part of one whom he considered his subject, organised a more
formidable expedition. The plan of attack was skilfully laid.
Moddan was sent by land with an army to operate in the
south of Caithness. Duncan himself sailed from Berwick
with a fleet of eleven warships and a numerous army to
begin the attack on the north, thus cutting Thorfinn off
from any reinforcements from Orkney, and placing him
between two armies. Thorfinn was on the watch at Dun-
cansbay, and on seeing the King’s fleet, he set sail for
Orkney to prevent communication being interrupted. He
arrived off Deerness late in the evening, and despatched a
messenger to his uncle to send him troops. At daybreak,
the Scottish fleet closed in upon him. Although Thorfinn
had but five ships against the King’s eleven galleys, he
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determined to fight him. Not waiting for the attack, he
ordered his men to row hard down upon the galleys, to
fasten them together, and to be the first to attack. A
fierce fight ensued. The Celtic King was no match for the
Sailor Prince. The Orkneyinga Saga preserves minute
details of the fighting. “The Scots in the King’s ships
made but a feeble resistance before the mast, whereupon
Thorfinn jumped from the quarter deck and ran to the
fore deck, and fought fiercely. When he saw the crowd
in the King’s ships getting thinner he urged his men to
board them. The King perceiving this, gave orders to his
men to cut the ropes and get the ships away instantly ; to
take to their oars and bear away. At the same time
Thorfinn and his men fastened grappling hooks in the
King’s ship. Thorfinn called for his banner to be borne
before him, and a great number of his men followed it.
The King jumped from his ship into another vessel, with
those of his men who still held out, but the most part had
fallen already. He then ordered them to take to their oars
and the Scots took to flight—Thorfinn pursuing them south
of Orkney.” Duncan made off to the Moray Firth, and
landed at Torfness (Burghead). He proceeded south, and
gathered an immense army together from all parts of
Scotland, which was augmented by forces that came over
from Ireland to join Earl Moddan who had gone to Caith-
ness. Poor Karl Moddan, waiting for the fight to begin
according to the original arrangement, was surprised one
night in Thurso by Thorkell (Thorfinn’s uncle), who set his
house on fire and slew him. His men retreated to Moray.
The coast of the Moray Firth becomes again the scene of
warfare. The whole forces at the command of the King
of Scotland are arrayed against the Norsemen of Caithness-
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and Orkney. Duncan has on his side Macbeth, with the
men of Moravia, and all the great chieftains of Seotland
with their followers. Macbeth would doubtless have suc-
ceeded Moddan as next in command at King Duncan’s
side. Earl Thorfinn had taken possession of the stronghold
of Burghead, the borg built by Sigurd on the promontory.
Thorfinn (says the Saga) was a man of tall stature and noble
spirit, though his visage was frightful and his body lean. He
had been inured to hardships from his earliest years. When a
lad of fifteen he had gone to sea, and joined in viking raids.
His father had been converted to Christianity in a strange
way. Olaf, the great King of Norway, threatened to put to
death his boy unless he became a Christian. As he stood on
the shore at Findhorn bay on the morning of the great battle,
Thorfinn must have formed a very striking figure. He
had a gold-plated helmet on his head, a coat of mail for
his armour, a sword at his belt, and a spear in his hand.
His banner was the magic “ Raven.” We have no companion
picture of the “gracious Duncan,” but the account which
represents him as “meek and hoary” is entirely mistaken.
Both cousins were young men. Duncan was but a few
years older than Thorfinn. He was equally brave, had
fought a desperate battle under the walls of Durham, and
had an unconquerable spirit. He showed his pluck by
fighting at sea. The Scottish monarchs as a rule were no
sailors, but Duncan brought up on the banks of the Tay
was not unaccustomed to boat sailing. Thorfinn is the
author of the expression, “The unexpected frequently
happens,” and in going into this battle at Burghead, he
could have had little expectation of what did happen.
His followers were greatly outnumbered by the Scots. It
was on a Monday this fight began—as nearly as can be
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calculated it was the 12th of August of the year 1040.
The battle field was south of Ekkials (the Findhorn).
Thorfinn first attacked the Irish division, and so fiercely
did he assail them that they were immediately routed and
never regained their position. Thorfinn fought at the head
of his men, using both hands in wielding his sword. XKing
Duncan, seeing the Irish contingent giving way, ordered his
standard bearer to the front, and directed his attack upon
Thorfinn, A fierce struggle continued for a while, but it
ended in the flight of the King. There is no record of the
part taken by Macbeth in the battle. The interest centres
around the two cousins as the principal figures, to the
exclusion of all others. Macbheth accompanied Duncan in his
flight, and it may have been in that ride through the heath,
whether prompted by witches” prophecy or not, that Macheth
conceived the idea of murdering King Duncan and usurping
his throne. The traditional site of the Hillock where
Macbheth (in Shakspeare’s tragedy) met the witches lies a
good many miles off the direct line from Burghead or
Findhorn to Elgin, but if the story related by the later
chroniclers were correct in other particulars, allowance
might be made for a circuitous flight. It must fall,
however, with the other traditions.

The weary King, twice unsuccessful in war, seeks rest in
the Smith’s Bothy (Bothgounan, now Pitgavenie) and during
the night is treacherously slain,—one contemporary account
says by Macbeth, who goes over immediately thereafter to
Thorfinn’s side, and joins with him in conquering and laying
waste the country as far south as Fife. They then divide the
Kingdom—Macbeth taking Duncan’s territory and becoming
King of the Scots, and Thorfinn retaining Moray and the
northern portions of the kingdom, along with his Caithness
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and Orkney Earldoms. For a time, therefore, Moray was a
Norse colony and virtually annexed to Norway.

Macbeth, the hereditary King of Moray, was now King of
the Scots, and had his palace at Scone, the capital of Alban.
Lady Macbeth, Gruoch, daughter of Bode, and widow of Gil-
comgan, was of royal descent, being related to the Duff
branch of the Macalpine family, and had thus some claim to
the allegiance of the Scots. Macbeth in personal appearance
is described as tall in stature, yellow haired and of fair com-
plexion, and while so fierce in war as to earn the name of the
“Red One,” he appears to have been of a generous disposition
and of pleasing manners. A Culdee monastery still held out
at Loch Leven, and the record is preserved in the Register of
St Andrews of two donations of lands by Macbeth and his
wife. The first entry runs—* Macbeth, son of Finlay, and
Gruoch, daunghter of Bodhe, King and Queen of the Scots,
give to God Omnipotent and the Keleder (Culdees) of the said
island of Loch Leven, Kyrkenes;” and the second entry
states that “ Macbeth gives to God and Saint Servanus of
Loch Leven and the hermits there serving God, Bolgyne.” It
is recorded that he visited Rome, and distributed charity to
the poor of that city.

Several attempts were made to drive Macbeth from the
Scottish throne. The first was led by Crinan, father of the
unfortunate Duncan, but he was slain and the rebellion put
down with a high hand. Duncan’s infant son had been
removed for protection to the Court of Siward, Earl of North-
umbria, his maternal uncle. When the boy came of age,
Siward made an attempt to place him on the throne, entering
Scotland with a powerful army, accompanied by a naval force.
Thorfinn’s son eame to Macbeth’s support with the Nor-
wegians. A great battle was fought at Scone, but Siward
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had to retire, after great slaughter on both sides. Three
years later, young Malcolm renewed the attack, and succeeded
in driving Macbeth out of Alban. Macbeth fled to Moray,
his native country, but was overtaken and slain at Lumphanan.
The sudden fall of Macbeth is accounted for in a measure by
the absence of the Norwegian force on this occasion, Thorfinn
having died about this time. Young Malcolm, who became
known as Malcolm Caenmore, thus restored the crown to
the Athole line. He married Ingibiorg, the widow of
Thorfinn, his father’s conqueror. She must have been very
much his senior. She bore him a son Duncan, but died soon
after. His second wife was Margaret of Northumbria—the
saintly Queen Margaret,—who did much to soften and
sweeten the court life of the time.

Macbeth was succeeded by his stepson Lulach. He is
called “Lulach the Simple,” and he met his death, four
months after he came into power, at Essie, in Strathbogie,
where he appears to have been betrayed or taken through
stratagem of the enemy. His son Malsnechtan succeeded and
assumed the title of King of Moray, but he appears to have
had but a slender hold of the lowlands of Moray, and having
lost all his best men and all his treasure and his cattle, his
mother also having been taken prisoner by Malcolm Caenmore,
he was content to end his days in peace in the fastnesses
of Lochaber. Like Malcolm, son of Malbrigda, he was a
benefactor to the Monastery of Deer, for it is recorded that
he “gave Pett-Maldub to Drostan.” Malsnechtan died in
1085. And thus came to an end the line of native
Kings of Moray. The names of nine of these Kings have
been preserved. They alone were powerful enough to meet
and give battle to the Norsemen, and if on occasion some
Norwegian Earl, more powerful than another, succeeded in
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planting his foot on Moray soil, his hold was but for a brief
period. Except during the subsistence of the arrangement
between Thorfinn and Macbeth, which was doubtless
acquiesced in by the lesser chiefs, the Norsemen acquired no
lengthened possession.  Macbeth is the greatest figure
amongst these native Kings. Ambitious he undoubtedly was.
Cruel and bloody to those who stood between him and the
objects of ambition he proved himself to be. The burning of
his cousin in his castle may be regarded as but a due requittal
and punishment for the murder of his own father, and the
Maormership was his of right according to Celtic law, but his
slaying of the defenceless Duncan in the Smith’s Bothy was an
act of treachery of the deepest dye, which even the rude
character of the age will not justify. His reign as King of
the Scots brought prosperity to the territories over which he
ruled. His benefactions to the Church and his visit to Rome
were perhaps indications of contrition for the blood he had
shed. His being driven from his throne by the son of the
King he slew, his flight as a fugitive, and his fall at the
threshold of his native country are incidents fully as dramatic
as the fictitious situations presented in Shakspeare’s Tragedy
of Macbeth.

The tradition that Macbeth had his principal castle at
Inverness is probably correct. The site of King Brude’s
" old palace on the Crown would have been a fitting abode for
the native Kings of Moray. It would have been a stronghold
difficult to attack, and would have been a convenient centre
for mustering troops for service in Ross or for expeditions
into Caithness. Having no ships of; any size, they would
perforce have to use the ferry at Kessock, or the old Stock-
Ford at Beauly. The more stirring incidents of the time,
however, lay in scenes more to the east. Inverness was not
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in the track of the Norsemen, and was too far removed for
convenient attack by the Scots. The districts on the
southern shore of the Moray Firth appear to have been the
sphere of greatest activity, and doubtless there were strong-
holds or castles even thus early at Nairn, Forres, and Elgin.
The name of Macbheth is associated with numerous mounds
and remains, and is a common surname still in the distriet.
His father’s name Finlay occurs (as already noticed) at the
vitrified fort at Geddes under circumstances of some signifi-
cance. It is found again at Auchindoune, in Zober Fionnlaidh
(Finlay’s Well) at the foot of the vitrified hill-fort of Dunevan.
A lofty peak of the hill range at Speyside is known as
Finlay’s Seat. The circumstance that local tradition appears
to be quite ignorant of any historical association with the
name thus preserved strengthens rather than weakens the
surmise that Macbeth’s father may be the Finlay of these old
place-names. According to ancient Celtic custom, the King or
Chief of the mortuath was bound to have seven castles or
residences, The connection of the Moray family with the
Monastery of Deer in Buchan is curious. It is not im-
probable that the explanation may be that the sons were
sent there for their education, just in the same way as the
young nobles of Scotia and Northumbria were educated
at Tona. Under their rule, Moravia became a great and
powerful Province. Scottish history in later times is in a
large measure the history of the South of Scotland. During
the tenth and eleventh centuries, Moray was the centre of
greatest interest and influence in Scotland, and its Maormers
were really the Kings of the North.

The Norwegian connection with Scotland lasted for nearly
four hundred years. Hostile invasions gave way to marriage
alliances. The fair maids of Norway, half heathenish as they
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were, appear to have had considerable attractions for Celtic
Maormers. The enormous wealth in gold and silver, the
spoils of centuries of viking raids, accumulated in the
possession of the principal Norse families in Orkney and
the Western Isles, may have been a strong inducement.
Duncan, the Celtic chief of Caithness, was the first to show
the example of taking a wife from amongst the alien race,
and in turn he bestowed his daughters upon viking leaders.
Duncansby (named after him), the northern portal of the
entrance to the Moray Firth, thus became a friendly haunt
for all the roysterers and buccaneers of the time.

The last and greatest of the Vikings was undoubtedly
Swein Aslifson. His father Olave was burnt to death in
the house at Duncansbay by Oliver Rosta, another piratical
chief, where he had been entertaining much company at the
feast of Yule. Two of Swein’s brothers were lost at sea
about the same time, and for some reason Swein was thence-
forward called after his mother, Aslif—Swein Aslifson. He
was the hero of a hundred sea fights, and was a frequent
visitor to the coasts of Moray. On one occasion he arrived
at Ekkialsbakki with a boat rowed by thirty men, bringing
Earl Paul, one of the Orkney Earls, as a prisoner. He had
picked him off the island of Rousay where the Earl was
otter hunting, at a time when a family feud -existed.
Leaving twenty men in charge of his ship, Swein pro-
ceeded to Athole with Earl Paul. Earl Maddad of Athole
was married to Earl Paul's sister Margaret, but, while
pretending much sisterly affection, she conspired with
Swein to put her brother to death, so as to open up a way
for her son to succeed to the Earldom of the Orkneys. It
was believed that Earl Paul’s eyes were torn out, and he was
never again heard of.
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On another occasion (according to the Saga) Swein arrived
at Dufyrar (Duffus),said to be a trading place in Scotland.
From there “he passed Moray to Ekkialsbakki, and from
there he went to Earl Maddad at Athole. He gave Swein
guides who knew the way across the mountains and forests
wherever Swein wished to go, and he went through the
interior of the country over mountains and through woods,
away from all habitations, and down in Strath Helmsdale
near the middle of Sutherland.” - His object was to surprise
Oliver Rosta who had burned his father in his house at
Duncanshay. Oliver, however, escaped, but Swein burned
the houses with their inmates, one of whom was Frakork,
Oliver’s sister, and aunt sf Margaret of Athole. She was a
reputed sorceress, and a very fiend in cruelty. “Swein and
his men committed many ravages in Sutherland before they
went to their ships. After that they were out on raids
during the summer and ravaged in Scotland”—their ordinary
occupation. Swein’s life was a succession of adventures.
His last escapade was to go a-viking on the coast of Ireland,
and seeing the wealth of Dublin, he attacked and overcame
the inhabitants and took the city. Next day, however, he
fell into a trap laid for him, and he and most of his men
were slain in the streets of Dublin. Swein was a genuine
product of the Viking period. He lived by plunder and
piracy, and was unconscious of any wrong. With all his
faults and vices, the bold sea-robber was a veritable hero
in dauntless courage, performing deeds of reckless daring on
sea and land that gained him the name of the greatest viking
among all the wild sea-rovers of his time. '

As Christianity gained influence amongst the Norsemen,
- they settled down into steadier and more civilised ways of
life, but their inborn love of the sea, with its life of danger
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and adventure, remained with them. In the year 1152
a fleet of some fourteen splendid ships appeared off the
coast of Moray. It was the fleet of Earl Rognald, Earl of
Orkney, on his way to the Holy Land.  Although bent on a
religious pilgrimage, the Earl does a good deal of fighting on
the way, landing on the coast of Spain, and burning towns
and villages. He and his men are right royally entertained
in a Moorish city at the Queen’s palace, and Earl Rognald is
on the point of marrying the young and beautiful Queen,
when he bethinks him it would be wiser to postpone the
ceremony until his return from Jerusalem.  He had besides
a wife at home. In the Mediterranean they fall in with a
magnificent vessel belonging to a rich Moor, which they burn.
After many adventures they arrive at Jerusalem, bathe in the
river Jordan, and tie mystic knots amongst the bulrushes,
They visit Constantinople on their return, and some of the
company getting drunk are killed on the streets. Earl
Rognald visits Rome, and is entertained wherever he goes as a
mighty Prince. Eventually, however, he has to sell his ships,
and returns overland through Denmark, and arrives at Norway
in a sorry plight. The King of Norway fits out two ships
with which he sends him on his way to Orkney, but Rognald
finding the season far spent, lands at Torfness (Burghead) and
spends the winter in the Moray Firth.

The Norsemen eventually withdrew from Moray altogether,
leaving behind them a few Norwegian fishermen, who settled
in villages along the coast. The surname of “Main” borne by
so many fishermen’s families at Nairn and neighbouring
villages is simply the Norse “Magnus,” and is probably a
survival from the old viking days in the Moray Firth. Many
of the old customs and superstitions among the fishing com-
munities are derived from the same source. Burghead, their
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great landing place, sank into insignificance after their with-
drawal, but the strange practice of “ Burning the Clavie,” still
adhered to, is in all probability the Scandinavian ceremony of
taking possession of territory by encircling it by fire and
sword.

The Norsemen owed their power in a large degree to
their skill as shipbuilders and their daring as seamen. They
had several types of ships—mnamely, sloop, bus, scafty, and
galley. The galley or war-ship was dragon-shaped, the stem
and stern springing high into the air, resembling the head
and tail of a dragon or serpent. The body or waist of the
ship was the most vulnerable part, and to make boarding as
difficult an enterprise as possible, rows of shields were bound
together on top of the rail or bulwark. Behind these shield-
rows, there was protection against the arrows and missiles of
the enemy. The sailors during action wore helmets and
chain armour. In a hand-to-hand encounter spears and
swords were the principal weapons. Apparently by the
acknowledged rules of warfare, naval engagements were fought
inshore, and not on the high seas. Their ships had foresails,
with which they could sail right before the wind, but they
depended mainly on their oars, of which they would have
sometimes as many as twenty and thirty pair. So perfect
was their rowing that it was a feat of Swein Aslifson to walk
on the oars outside the ship, as they swept fore and aft in one
movement like a huge fan. The favourite names for their
vessels were “The Serpent,” “The Snake,” “The Dragon,’
“The Adder,” and the “Bison,”—*“never sped more famous
ship under more glorious king,” is a description of the latter.
The king or prince steered the ship. Every youth was sent
to sea. The ceremony of launching their vessels was some-
times attended by human sacrifices, the ship receiving a






CHATPTER 1IV.

EARLY FEUDAL TIMES.

MALSNECHTAN was the last of the native rulers who claimed
and used the title of Maormer or Ri, but the race of native
chiefs was not yet extinet. Angus, who was styled Earl
Angus, the son of a daughter of Lulach, threw off the yoke of
the King of the Scots. Alexander I., who succeeded Malcolm
Caenmore, entered Moray with a powerful army and drove
Earl Angus across the Firth into hiding amongst the fastnesses
of Ross and Sutherland. On the death of Alexander I., and
the accession of David L, a fresh outbreak, headed by Angus,
occurred. He carried the war as far south as Stracathro in
Forfarshire, but he was met and defeated by Edward, Earl of
Mercia, David’s cousin, with the loss of five thousand men.
Angus himself was amongst the slain. The Scots army then
entered Moray, and took possession of the whole district.
David himself came North, and was the first monarch of the
Scottish line who personally engaged in the administration of
affairs in Moray. Feudal ideas of land tenure had in a great
measure taken the place of the old tribal arrangements in the
southern kingdom, and David sought to introduce these into
Celtic Moray, and to some extent succeeded. Brought up in
England, he had become familiar with the advantages of
settled industry and regular commerce, and his first step was
to encourage trade in towns or communities. Markets were
established,and monopolies and privileges granted to merchants
for their encouragement. Laws were promulgated and enforced
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for the protection of life and property. Shipbuilding sprung
up at Inverness, and the herring fishing became an important
industry in the Moray Firth, with Inverness as the great
centre. Trade was opened with the Continent and the
Southern ports of Scotland, and Flemish merchants frequented
the northern markets. In short, a new era of commercial
prosperity dawned under the beneficent rule of King David.
It is probably to David that Nairn, in common with the
Burghs of Aberdeen, Elgin, Forres, and Inverness, owes its
existence as a burgh. No formal charter possibly was granted
—that is to say, the grant was not reduced to writing. The
oldest burgh charters in Scotland are only of the reign of
William the Lion, but King William’s charters are confirma-
tions of rights and privileges existing in his grandfather’s
time. In his Aberdeen charter, William confirins to the
burgh of Aberdeen and to all his burgesses of Moray and to
all his burgesses benorth the Munth their free hanse, their
right of convention, to be held when they chose and where
they chose as freely and honourably as they held it in the
time of his grandfather King David. The oldest extant
charter of the Burgh of Nairn is dated in 1597, by James VI,
but it is a deed of confirmation of a former charter “granted
by our most noble ancestor the late Alexander of good memory,
King of Scots, and divers others our most noble and most
ancient predecessors,” which erected and confirmed Nairn
“into a free royal burgh and with all the liberties, privileges
and immunities pertaining to any other free burgh of this
our realm.” Written evidence exists that Nairn was a royal
burgh in the time of William the Lion, for Alexander II.
granted certain lands to the Bishop of Moray “in excambium
illius terre apud Invernaren quam Dominus Rex Willelmus,
pater meus cepit de episcopo Moraviensi ad firmandum in ea



NAIRN, “THE RIVER OF ALDERS.” 79

Castellum et burgum de Invernaren.” The old name of the
town was not Nairn, but Invernarne, namely, the mouth of
the river Narne, derived from the Gaelic Usige-Nearn—The
River of Alders.” The alder tree still forms the distinguishing
badge of the stream. The Gaelic name Arnes for alders was
applied, and is still sometimes given, to the clumps of alder
trees on the right bank of the river near the town. Up
to comparatively recent times, there was a dense thicket
of alders extending for several miles up the river, and
wherever the bank of the stream remains undisturbed, both in
the upper and lower valley, the alder tree makes its appear-
ance. The name “River of Alders” was therefore singularly
appropriate.

The first of a series of strong measures adopted against the
independence of Moray was the forfeiture of the Earldom of
Moray by David. The Earldom represented more than a
title or family possessions. The Karl of Moray was the
hereditary ruler of a vast territory, the successor of the
Maormers or Kings of Moravia, and even laid claim to the
Crown of Alban. The estates and revenues pertaining to the
old hereditary rulers were appropriated by David, and lands
were henceforward held of the Crown. David had, however,
so far overcome the prejudice entertained by the men of Moray
to the rival house of Athole which he represented, that when he
led the Scottish army into England his force embraced a contin-
gent from Moray, and the King himself commanded in person
the division composed exclusively of Scots and Moravensis.
But the peace thus established was not permanent. In the
later years of his reign, Moray men were again in insurrection.
Their strong attachment to their own native ruling family was
successfully worked upon by an impostor, an ex-monk, named
Wymund, who gave himself out to be a son of Earl Angus of
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Moray. They flocked to his standard, and joined him in
ravaging in the Kingdom of the Scots. Wymund is described
as being a man of an eloquent tongue, fine address, tall and of
athletic make. He adopted the Celtic name of Malcolm Mac
Eth. He got the King of Norway to believe in him, and
Somerled, chief of Argyle, gave him his daughter in marriage.
Wymund was eventually taken prisoner by David, and during
his lifetime was kept in confinement. His son was at a later
time imprisoned with him. Both were liberated in the next
King’s reign, and Wymund given apparently the Earldom of
Ross, where he behaved so cruelly to the inhabitants that
they rose against him, deprived him of both his eyes, and
otherwise mutilated him. He retired to a Monastery after a
life of extraordinary vicissitudes and adventures, and dis-
appears from history.

David before his death took all means in his power to
secure to his grandson Maleolm peaceable possession of the
Crown, his own only son Henry of Egremont having died, to
the great grief of the nation, but the accession of Malcoln was
the signal for Moray to throw off once more its allegiance to
the House of Athole. Malcolm now took measures of an un-
precedentedly strong character against the turbulent natives of
Moray. TItis stated that he transported the men of Moray and
distributed them in the southern parts of the kingdom. The
chief authority for this statement is Fordun, and his words are
that “he removed them all from the land of their birth, and
scattered them throughout the other districts of Secotland
both beyond the hills and on this side thereof, so that not
even a native of that land abode there, and he installed
his own peaceful people.” The historians have sought to
minimise or explain away this extraordinary statement.
Skene says “ this statement is probably only so far trne that
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he may have repressed the rebellious inhabitants of the
district and followed his grandfather’s policy by placing foreign
settlers in the low and fertile land on the south side of the
Moray Firth extending from the Spey to the Findhorn, and
here he certainly did grant the lands of Innes to Berowald
the Fleming, by a charter granted at Perth.” “Such a story
of wholesale immigration,” says Cosmo Innes, “ cannot be true
to the letter.” Probably not, but it is clear that large
numbers of the leading men in the district and their followers
must have been removed, because their lands are given by
David and his immediate successors to strangers, who held
them thereafter in undisputed possession. The Celtic chiefs
of Moray holding land were now for the most part replaced by
Norman knights and Northumberland squires serving in the
army of the King of the Scots. Such a revolution, it is
obvious, could not have been effected without great violence
and cruelty. English troops would have scoured the district,
and hunted down the natives like wild beasts. The captives,
chained and guarded, would have been formed into bands, and
despatched over the frontier in droves. A pathetic story of
enforced exile is evidently involved in this obscure transaction.
It is probable that the difference in language between the low-
lands of Moray and the territories to the west and south-
west originated in this deportation and planting. Gaelic
appears to have been as entirely the speech of the Laich of
Moray up to this time as of any other part of the Highlands.
The older place-names, and the names of Maormer and
Toshech, are purely Celtic. There is no physical boundary,
such as mountain or stream, to account for the difference of
tongue, nor is there any subsequent event in history to which
such a change can be attributed. The line of diversity of
language can still be traced from the town of Nairn on the



82 THE EEFECT, 0N LANGUAGE.

seaboard, passing between Auldearn and Ardclach, across
the river Findhorn into Moray, separating Dyke from
Edinkillie, and, bending round, crossing the Spey at Lower
Craigellachie. The native population west of the town of
Nairn still remains Celtic, while the inhabitants to the east
are English-speaking. X

The policy of planting Moray with Southerners inaugurated
by Maleolin was continued by several of his immediate
successors, and the lower district of Moray in its modern or
restricted sense became within the next century or two as
purely English as it had previously been Celtic. The erection
of King’s Burghs, peopled to some extent by lowlanders, and
the foundation of great Church establishments at Kinloss,
Elgin, and Pluscardine, manned by southern ecclesiastics,
tended still further to establish English and to supersede
Gaelic as the common language of the people in the centre of
the Province.

Malcolm, who transported the natives of Moray from their
homes, was succeeded by his brother William the Lion, in
1165. He was crowned at Scone on Christmas eve of that
year, but was taken prisoner by the English at York in 1174
in attempting to take possession of Northumberland, which
had been assigned him as an appanage by his father. He was
liberated the next year on what were thought to be humiliating
conditions, and insurrections broke out in various parts of
Scotland where the Celtic element predominated. In the
year 1179, William with a large army came to the North for
the purpose of putting down the insurrection in Ross, and of
strengthening his hold upon Moray. He was accompanied by
his great earls and barons. While military operations were
being conducted against the insurrection in the North, King
William took up his abode at Inverness, but frequently
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visited Nairn, Forres, and Elgin, spending a considerable
time at each of these places.

The Royal Castle of Nairn which William the Lion
occupied was no doubt the Castle on the high bank of the
river, known as the Constabulary or Castle Hill.  The
tradition that there was an older castle at the shore, and that
the ruins of it were seen by some fishermen during the
occurrence of a very low ebb a century ago, rests on no good
foundation.  Any castle of an earlier date would have been
constructed of wood ; even if stones were used, the building
would not have stood a winter’s storm. What the fishermen
saw was probably the remains of the anchorage constructed as
late as the seventeenth century. The tradition that an
underground passage existed between the Royal Fort on the
hill and the castle at the seashore at the north-west corner of
the Links has been proved to be destitute of any truth, by the
simple fact that cuttings of considerable depth have been
made at various points right across the track which the
subterannean passage must necessarily have gone, and no such
passage has been found. Shaw, the historian of Moray, states
that he had never heard of any such castle. The origin of
these traditions, however, may be accounted for by the
probability that a communication between the castle and the
shore at the point in question did exist at one time, but it was
a water-way and not an underground passage.  The river at
one time ran westerly. After passing the high ground upon
which the castle is built, it swept round to the west, and
flowing through the low ground now forming the Links, which
would have been perfectly flat before the sand-drift and
quarrying operations had affected its surface, made its exit at.
the western corner of the Links where the tidal rocks appear.
The name of this reef of rocks is'given on the Admiralty
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Chart as the “Fearn Rocks,” but it is invariably called by
the fishermen the “Fearn Head,”—that is, the head of the
river of Alders. At a later time, the river flowed in an
easterly direction, but it appears to have ran westerly at
a wuch earlier period, and the name “ Fearn Head ” probably
preserves a faint reminiscence of the fact. The name

)

“TInvernairne” given to a modern residence on the terrace
nearly opposite this point thus happens to be singularly
appropriate.

What William in all probability did was to substitute a
stone-built fort for the woeden castle of an earlier time. The
site lent itself readily to the purposes of a military stronghold.
It was protected by the river on the one side, and if the
palissade or wall was brought to the edge of its rocky bank,
it would be unassailable to attack from that quarter. William
appears to have protected the north and west sides by ditches
and ramparts, and the only entrance was by a drawbridge.
The castle ground extended down as far as the present Bridge
Street, probably near to the old ford at the Brochar’s Brae,
and was enclosed by a stout palissade and earthwork. The
castle itself had a central keep, doubtless a square Norman
tower, and its grand hall was plastered. In the Chamberlain’s
Accounts for 1264, credit is given to the governor for twenty-
one shilings and threepence paid by him on account of repairs
to the Castle of Nairn. The account sets forth that it was
incurred in plastering the hall, in placing locks on the doors
of the keep or tower, and in providing two cables for the
drawbridge. King William and his great officers of state,
with their retinue of servants and their military guards, as
they passed to and from the castle, must have caused no small
stir among the inhabitants of the little town, which was by
this time beginning to assume a corporate existence.
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King William having built the Castle at Nairn, erected the
County into a separate Sheriffdom. King David had included
it in the Sherifflom of Inverness, but William appointed a
Sheriff to itself. The first governor of the Castle and Sheriff
of the County was William Pratt. He had the rank of a
baron, and was descended from a Northumbrian family.

While William was in the mnorth, either on this or
subsequent occasions, he superintended the erection of two
other royal forts. One was on the Moray Firth near Cromarty.
It stood on the brink of a ravine which intersects the high
ground behind the site of the old town of Cromarty, and was
called the Castle of Dunscaith. On a clear day it would
have been visible from the Castle of Nairn. The other fort
was built on the Beauly Firth, and is now known as Redcastle.
It was called “Edderdover.” In each of these forts or
castles, a regular garrison was placed, the object being to
hold the country for King William. These stone-built castles
must have been a source of great wonder and awe fto
the native population, as their construction marked a great
advance on the science of fortification as known in those
times in the North. The possession of these forts in the
state of the armaments of the time necessarily gave to their
holder the key of the military position of the district.

William warmly interested himself in the Burghs his
grandfather had established in Moray, and many of his
charters still exist. In one he grants “this liberty to my
burgesses of Moray, that none whatever in my realmn shall
take a poinding for the debt of any one, unless for their own
proper debt.” It is granted at Bonkill, but without
date. The great charter of the Burgh of Inverness was
written at “ Eren,” the old form of Auldearn. It can hardly
be a mistake for Nairn, as the names of the two places were
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quite different in the writings of the period. The “Doocot
Hill” at Auldearn still retains the name of “The Castle”
(as formerly noticed), and it probably at that time had
a building of sufficient accommodation for the require-
ments of the King and his court. There were with him
at the time the deed was executed, the Bishop of Aberdeen,
Earl Duncan, Justiciar of Scotland; Richard Moreville,
the High Constable; Walter Olifard, Philip de Valoniis,
and Roberto de Berkeley. In this Auldearn charter
to Inverness, the King announces that “I have for ever
discharged all my burgesses of Inverness from toll and all
custom.” Further, it prohibits any one from buying or selling
in that burgh or in that sheriffdom, beyond the Burgh, unless
he shall be a burgess of the said burgh or stallager, or shall
do this by permission of the burgesses. He granted certain
lands for the support of the burgh. “Moreover the whole
burgesses have agreed with me that I shall make a fosse
around the foresaid burgh, that they shall enclose the whole
burgh within the fosse with a good paling and shall uphold
that paling by which it is enclosed and always keep it good
and entire.” These palissades existed as a defence as late as
1689.

King William possessed lands in Auldearn, and it may have
been on this occasion that he granted a part of them to endow
the Bishopric of Moray. Richard, Bishop of Moray, had
been his tutor in his young days, and he entertained great
affection for him. He gave him a “toft at Auldearn,” and
also the Church and benetice of Auldearn, along with similar
tofts in Inverness, Forres, and Elgin. These endowments
will be particularised when the history of the Church is dealt
with. ‘
A thind charter is granted at Elgin, which mentions the
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name of the first burgess of Inverness—* Geoftrey Blund, our
burgess of Inverness.” The earliest burgess of Elgin whose
name is preserved is William Wiseman. The earliest name
of a Nairn burgess is Andrew Cumming, All these names
are of southern origin, a proof of English influence in burghal
communities in the north. The charter to Geoffrey Blund is
peculiar. It begins by setting forth that the King grants to
him and to his heirs and to all burgesses of Inverness and
their heirs, “perpetual liberty that they shall never have
combat amongst them nor shall any other burgess or any
other man of our whole kingdom have combat with our s«id
burgesses of Moray or with their heirs save only on oath.”
The deed thus widens its application from Geofirey Blund and
the burgesses of Inverness, to the burgesses of Moray. What
appears to be aimed at by this provision of the charter is the
abolition of the old custom of deciding disputes by “wager of
battle.” Tt goes on to declare that he has granted to his said
burgess of Moray and their heirs “ that they make half oath
and half forfeiture which my other burgesses make in my
whole kingdom, and they shall be free of toll throughout my
whole kingdom ever.”

A fourth charter of King William’s appoints “a market day
in my burgh of Inverness, viz., the Sabbath day (diem
Sabbati) in every week,” which means, however, the seventh
day or Saturday, and grants his sure peace to all who
shall come to his market of Inverness. It confirms to Inver-
ness the burgess laws and customs established by his
grandfather King David, as to making or selling cloth outside
the burgh, and forbids any tavern being kept in any country
town beyond this burgh, with the following curious exception
—“unless in a town where a knight laird of the tuwn may be
staying and then a tavern may be kept.”
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On the occasion of William the Lion’s last visit to the
north, he had again important business to transact. Harold,
Earl of Caithness and Orkney attempted to throw off his
allegiance to the King, and William sent him an ultimatum.
An English contemporary historian, Richard of Hoveden,
gives the following account of the affair .—

“In the year 1196, William King of Scots, having gathered
a great army, entered Moray to drive out Harold MacMadit,
who had occupied that district. But before the King could
enter Caithness, Harold fled to his ships, not wishing to risk
a battle with the King. Then the King of Scots sent his
army to Thurso, the town of the aforesaid Harold, and
destroyed his castle there. But Harold, seeing that the King
would completely devastate the country, came to the King’s
feet and placed himself at his mercy, chiefly because of a
raging tempest in the sea, and the wind being contrary, so
that he could not go to the Orkneys; and he promised the
King that he would bring him all his enemies when the King
should again return to Moray; on that condition, the King
permitted him to retain a half of Caithness, and the other
half he gave to Harold, the younger, grandson of Rognald, a
tormer Earl of Orkney and Caithness. Then the King
returned to his own land, and Harold to the Orkneys. The
King returned in the autumn to Moray as far as Invernairn,
in order to receive the King’s enemies from Harold. But
though Harold had brought them as far as the port of Lochloy,
near Invernairn, he allowed them to escape, and when the
King returned late from hunting Harold came to him, bring-
ing with him two boys, his grandchildren, to deliver them to
the King as hostages. Being asked by the King where were
the king’s enemies whom he had promised to deliver up, and
where was Thorfinn his son, who he had also promised to give
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as a hostage, he replied, ‘I allowed them to escape, knowing
that if I delivered them up to you they would not escape out
of your hands. My son I could not bring, for there is no
other heir to my lands.’ So, because he had not kept the
agreement which he had made with the King, he was adjudged
to remain in the King’s custody until his son should arrive
and become a hostage for him. And because he had permitted
the King’s enemies to escape, he was also adjudged to have
forfeited those lands which he held of the King. The King
took Harold with him to Edinburgh Castle, and laid him in
chains until his men brought his son Thorfinn from the
Orkneys ; and on their delivering him up as a hostage to the
King, Harold was liberated.”

The “Port of Lochloy” is here mentioned for the first
time. The loch in the present day is separated from the
seashore by a marsh, which is now in parts planted. There
is no very distinet mark as to any channel between the loch
and the sea of the nature of a port or entrance, but the
indications as far as they go point to the outflow of the water
of the loch and the probable inflow of the sea having been at
the west end of the sheet of water. The sand-hills which skirt
the beach terminate when they come under lee of the point.
of the Old Bar, and although the sand-drift is no guide, its
corner probably marks the old entrance of the Port of Loch-
loy. The village of Lochloy was certainly at the west end of
the loch, in the ground immediately below the present public
road opposite the new house of Lochloy. About the year
1859, a number of hearthstones and querns and other remains.
of dwellings were dug up at this spot.  As formerly noticed,
there is the site of an old chapel a little further to the west.
A fishing village existed about three quarters of a mile to the
east, which bore,and the place still bears, the name of Mavis-
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town—apparently a modern name, if it be not a corruption of
the Norse Maestown. The fishermen may have used the port
of Lochloy for their boats, while they had their houses and
«crofts at Mavistown. Practically, however, any vessel once
under lee of the Old Bar would be safe, and a landing easily
effected on the flat shore, and the place might thus get the
name of the port of Lochloy.

Poor Harold and his two grandsons would no doubt have
come to Nairn along the shore, and having crossed the river
at the ford below the castle, would be taken in charge by the
guard as they sought entrance to the royal fort by its draw-
bridge.  Ushered into the great hall, they would be in
presence of Earl Duncan, the Justiciar, or Chief Justice of the
realm, and other high officers of state. ~The King himself is
away hunting at the Darnaway Forest or other sporting
ground in the neighbourhood, and on his return late in the
-evening Harold’s case is adjudged by the King and his peers
.and barons in council. The decision is adverse to him, for who
would lend an ear to the incredulous tale he had to tell—
that he brought the King’s enemies almost to his door and then
allowed them to escape? It would have added to the King’s
«displeasure the thought that Thorfinn, Harold’s son, who had
on more than one occasion headed a revolt and had claims to
much more than the Earldom of Caithness or Orkney, was not
_yet within his power, for his step-mother was none other than
a daughter of Malcolm Mac Eth, the Impostor. During the
stay of the court at Nairn, Harold and his grandsons would
have been close prisoners in the castle, and we may fancy they
-cast many a wistful glance at Morven and the Ord of Caith-
ness, visible across the firth from their prison windows in the
tower. At a subsequent period, Harold was given the offer of
half of Caithness if he would only put away his wife, the
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daughter of Malcolm Mac Eth, and take back his first wife
Afreka, sister of Duncan, Karl of Fife, but he refused.
Thorfinn eventually fell a victim to the King’s anger, for he
had his eyes torn out while a hostage at the Court, in
retaliation for some outrage committed by his friends in
Caithness.

William the Lion had to contend against another set of
rivals in the North, the family of Macwilliam, who claimed
the Crown in virtue of their descent from Ingibiorg, Malcolm
Caenmore’s first wife. They were finally exterminated by
Macintagart (“Son of the Priest,”) the lay abbot of the old
monastery of Applecross, who in recognition of his services
was created Earl of Ross. William the Lion, after a reign of
forty-nine years, died at Stirling in 1214, and the heads of his.
enemies the Macwilliams were presented to his successor, his
son Alexander, shortly after his accession to the throne,
and he vigorously and successfully put down all rebellion
throughout his realms.

One effect of the policy of David and his successors.
Malcolm and William was to introduce into Moray a new set
of families,—foreigners they were, both as regards language
and birth. The old Celtic families having been pretty well
cleared out, the King of the Scots had most of the lands in
his gift, and with them he liberally rewarded his knights and
lords. There is a strong presumption, however, that the old"
Thanes whose names appear were a remnant of the original
Celtic people. The title of “Thane” has been the subject of
much discussion. On the whole, it appears to be a Saxon
designation of minor importance in England applied to a
higher grade in Scotland. Under Celtic rule the Maormer
was chief of the confederate tribes; the Toshech was chief of
one tribe. The title of Earl having taken the place of Maormer,
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it was found necessary to find an English title for the Toshech,
and that of Thane was given him. The names of Toshech,
‘Thane, and Chief are practically one and the same as regards
rank. The Thanes of Cawdor, Brodie, Moyness, and Dyke
were, in all probability, the successors of the Gaelic Chiefs of
the district. This supposition is confirmed by the lands which
they held being nowhere mentioned as changing hands during
this transition period. Their tenure or title to the land
appears to have been changed to that of feuars holding of the
‘Crown in conformity with the new feudal system.

Of the Thane of Moyness we know very little. In a charter
by Alexander II,, to the Bishop of Moray in 1238, he grants
twenty-four marks of the feu-duty of Moyness and sixteen
marks of the feu-duty of Dyke and Brodie by the hands of his
feodfirmii of these lands. In a valuation of the lands of Kil-
ravock and Easter Geddes (1295) the name of William, Thane
of Moyness, oceurs among the jurors. The thanage of Dyke
appears to have been conjoined with that of Brodie. We
read of Macbeth of Dyke in 1262, who may have been the
Tosech at that date; but in 1311 an entry runs— Michael,
son of Malcolm, thane of Dyke and Brodie.” The Calders
were thus at Calder and the Brodies at Brodie.

Freskinus, a Fleming like Berowald, who got the lands
of Tnnes extending from the Lossie to the Spey, came into
possession of vast territories in the North. Freskinus came
to Moray from Linlithgow, and settled at Duffus in King
David’s reign. His family assumed the territorial name of
“de Moravia,”—a designation which in their case was no
-empty boast. They probably held the old Thanage of Moray,
in addition to the castle and extensive domain of Duffus,
and hence their adoption of the name “de Moravia.” Hugh
son of Freskinus, was Lord of Duffus when William the
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Lion was in Moray, and he appears to have got a grant
of Sutherland on the forfeiture of Harold of Caithness, who
was so sharply dealt with at the Castle of Nairn. He became
the founder of the House of Sutherland, and the ancestor
of the Earls of Sutherland. He retained his lands in Strath-
spey and Moray. Out of his patrimony, he gave large
estates to his relatives. Gilbert de Moravia, a cousin
apparently, who was Archdeacon of Moray, received from
him Skelbo in Sutherland, and the lands of Culbin in Moray.
Gilbert, having devoted his life to the Church, parted with
these properties, and gave Culbin to Richard de Moravia, his
brother. William, the brother of Hugh of Sutherland, retained
the family seat of Duffus, and added to his possessions the
lands of Petty and others. He succeeded William Pratt as
Sheriff of Invernairne, and held that office in 1204. His
grandson, Walter, who was knighted, was Lord of Boharm,
Petty, Brackley, Artrille, Croy, Daviot, and of numerous
other lands, A son of this Walter acquired Bothwell in the
south by marriage with the Olifards, and his descendants
assumed the rather curious title of Lord of Bothwell and
Petty—a title which became famous in history when borne
by his grandson, Sir Andrew Moray of Bothwell, the
companion-at-arms of Sir William Wallace.

A Norman knight, Sir Reginald Chien, makes his appear-
ance in Moray and marries one of the heiresses of the house
of Duffus, and succeeds to much of the family property in
Moray and Nairn. He succeeds his brother-in-law as Sheriff
of Nairn, whilst his son becomes Sheriff of Elgin.

There are Stirlings at Cantray. Alexander of Stirling
marries a daughter of the Morays of Petty, and gets Kerdale,
Cantray, and Daviot. Cantray is given as a dower by
Freskyn Cantray, Sir Alexander’s widow, to her daughter
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Isobel between 1253-98 for an annual reddendum of a pair
of gloves or a penny at the Feast of Pentecost. The great
family of Douglas also takes its rise from association with
the de Moravias.

William de la Hay, a Northumbrian lord, is a courtier of
Williamm the Lion, becomes one of the hostages for the
payment of his ransom, goes on a special mission to King
John of England, and returns with William to the North,
witnessing various deeds and charters. One of these Hays
is said to have the distinction of being the first tenant
farmer in Scotland—that is, one who cultivates the land
he does not own. A representative of the family gets the
lands of Lochloy and becomes in 1296 Sheriff of Inverness.
The family had large possessions at Errol and Scone.

The ancient house of St. Sauveur in Normandy had, either
as branches or as vassals, families of the name of de Bosco,
de Bisset, and de Rose. They came over to England with
William the Conqueror, and settled there, and frequent
intermarriages take place amongst them. Robert de Ros
in 1227 married Isobel daughter of King William the Lion.
Representatives of the three families settle in the North—
Bisset has Kilravock in Nairnshire and the Lovat country ;
Bosco (or Wood) gets Redeastle (King William’s fort of
Edderdover) ; and Rose first appears at Geddes in 1230.
The three names occur together in an early document— -
Elizabeth Bisset of Kilravock is married to Sir Andrew
Bosco of Redcastle, and their daughter Marjory marries
Hugh Rose of Geddes, and gets Kilravock from her mother
as a dower; in 1293, Hugh Rose obtains a charter to
Kilravock from the King; and in 1295, the baronies of
Kilravock and Geddes at the Valuation before referred to,
are estimated, the first at £24, and the other at £12.
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Rose of Geddes had for his neighbour Sir Gervaise de
Raite. Gervaise was a Cuming—a family also of Norman
origin and Northumbrian connection, which rose to great
power in Scotland. The fortunes of the Cumings were
made when William Cuming married Marjory, the daughter
of the old Celtic Maormer of Buchan, and succeeded
him in that position as Earl of Buchan. His son Walter
obtained the Lordship of Badenoch, and when at the height
of their power they could boast of four Earls, the Lord of
Badenoch (a mighty potentate,) and thirty belted knights in
the family, with lands far and near. Some doubt has been
cast on the connection of Gervaise de Raite’s family with
the Castle of Raite at Geddes, it being thought more
probable that Raite Castle in Badenoch was their seat,
but a receipt which appears in the State Papers puts
an end to all question on the point. It bears that
Thomas de Braytoft, governor of the Castles of Nairn and
Cromarty, receives his salary by the hands of Gervaise de
Raite, constable of Invernairne. It is dated at Raite, March 6,
1292, and cannot refer to any Raite but that of Nairn.

The first Grant who comes into Scotland settled at Coul-
mony, William Pratt, the first governor of the Castle of
Nairn, owned the lands of Daltullich, in Ardeclach, and his
daughter received them as her dower when she married Sir
Gilbert de Glencarnie, descended from the Earl of Strathern’s
second son. The Pratts also possessed Coulmony, and about
the year 1258, Sir John Pratt bestowed on Sir Robert le Grant
“the land of Cloumanche,” now Coulmony. It would appear
that a family of the name of Pratt held lands in Nottingham.
The Bissets, Pratts, and Grants had thus been near neighbours
in England before they came and settled together in the
North of Scotland.  The suggestion has been made, (and Sir
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William Fraser thinks with probable truth), that the Grants
were brought to Scotland from England by John and Walter
Bisset on their return from exile in 1242, the Bissets having
been banished the country for their supposed complicity in
the murder of the Earl of Athole.

The Chisholms, who came from the south at the same
time as the Bissets and the Lovels—the latter family has
long since been extinct——also possessed lands in Nairnshire.

Robert le Falconer, of Hawkerton, acquired Lethen, and
John le Hunter also had a connection with the County. He
is a witness at the Kilravock Valuation in 1295, and a
place which in old charters bears the name of Hunterbog,
was probably his property. The low ground between
Kinnudie and Auldearn appears to have been the Hunter’s
Bog of the charters.

Gilbert Durward (the hereditary Keepers of the King’s
Door) obtained in 1236 the lands of Both (now known as
Highland Boath) and Banchor in the baliary or shire of
Invernairn. A family of the name of Durward, in humble
circumstances, still dwells at Highland Boath, a curious sur-
vival, like that of Macbeth in the low country of Nairn and
Moray, of a great historical name. The tradition that these
lands belonged to Macbeth is unsupported by any evidence.

In 1238 the Crown held the following lands in thaneage in
the baliwick or shire of Nairn—*The lands of Kildrummie,
Aldheren, Balnecath, Geddes, Urchany, Rait, Moyness, and
Lenedycoth.” The holders of these lands were practically
tenants of the Crown. A large extent of land had also
been gifted by the Crown to the Church.

The advent of these Norman and Anglo-Scottish families
must have caused wonderful changes in the social life of the
district. The only native family of any strength was that of
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Mackintosh (“Son of the Tosech”), but it appears to have
been elbowed out of the lowlands, and at this time dwelt
chiefly in the remoter regions of Lochaber. The Cumings
dispossessed them of Raite in Nairnshire, and the Leslies for
the time occupied their lands in Strathnairn. Save some
notices of the burgesses of the Royal Burghs, we learn
nothing of the ordinary inhabitants of the district. They
probably accepted service under their Saxon masters when
their Celtic chiefs disappeared. The new comers brought
immense wealth with them, and doubtless surrounded them-
selves in their northern homes with Norman and English
luxuries. The Moravia family built castles for themselves
at Duffus, Petty, and Daviot, but the ordinary family mansion
continued to be constructed of wood protected by earthworks.
Orchards were planted in some instances, and the grounds
embellished and beautified. The climate, fine even then, must
have been an inducement to settlers accustomed to the
sunny skies of the South. They still retained, many of
them, their estates in England and the South of Scotland.
Their favourite pastime was hunting in the adjacent forests,
their common amusement riding and jousting. Chivalry and
knight-errantry were the fashionable ideals of the time. The
style of life in Nairnshire during the years embraced by the
reigns of the Alexanders Second and Third when these families
were in the ascendant would have corresponded to that of the
leading Counties of England in the same period. It was a time
of comparative peace, and the districts of the country, such as
Moray and Nairn, where the Norman gentry held sway must
have advanced greatly in civilisation, warranting the statement
of Mr Cosmo Innes that it reached a height not again attained
to till the Kighteenth Century is reached. They were devoted
churchmen, and gave largely of their wealth to the support of






CHAPTER V.
THE TIME OF EDWARD 1.

Ox the death of King Alexander Third, the Scottish Crown
devolved on a grand-daughter Margaret, the Maid of Norway.
She was the only child of Erie, King of Norway, by his late
consort Margaret, the daunghter of Alexander, and was but
three years of age at the time of her grandfather’s death. A
provisional Government was formed, composed of Guardians.
of State, viz:—Fraser, Bishop of St. Andrews; Wishart,
Bishop of Glasgow ; Duncan, Earl of Fife; Alexander, Earl
of Buchan ; John Comyn, Lord of Badenoch ; and James, the
High Steward of Scotland. Bishop Fraser, the Earl of
Buchan, and the Earl of Fife were entrusted with the
government of the kingdom north of the Forth. They
ruled the country with considerable ability for eighteen
months, but, after the death of the Karl of Buchan, and
the assassination of the Earl of Fife in 1288, dissensions
arose between the remaining regents and other nobles, and
pretensions were advanced by Robert de Bruce of Annandale
to the Crown, which necessitated steps being taken to bring
the infant Queen from her home in Norway to Scotland.
Edward I. of England acted the part of friendly councillor
in the matter, but even at this early stage he appears
to have set his heart upon a union of the two Kingdoms,
thus establishing an absolute Sovereignty over Britain, and
all his subsequent proceedings are traceable to this one
absorbing desire. A ready means of accomplishing this
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purpose was to marry his eldest son Prince Edward to
Margaret of Norway. They were second cousins, but the
Pope’s dispensation was easily procured to overcome the
ecclesiastical difficulty. A State document was drawn up
entitled the “ Letter of the Community of Scotland,” assuring
Edward that the proposed alliance, which promised to be
productive of so many advantages to both kingdoms, would
have their unanimous and cordial assent. It was signed by
the Guardians, Bishops, Earls, Abbots, Priors, and Barons
constituting the Estates of the Kingdom, and confirmed at a
meeting of Parliament at Brigham. The Chiens, the Moravias,
William Hay of Lochloy, John Stirling, and Simon Frisel, are
amongst the barons who sign the proclamation.

Steps were immediately taken for bringing the little
Maiden Queen home to Scotland. The Abbot of Welbeck,
Henry de Rye (of whom more will yet be seen), and others
were dispatched by Edward to make the preliminary arrange-
ments for her departure from Norway. They return and
report progress. A great ship is fitted out by Edward, the
victnalling and decoration of which were intrusted to the
chief butler of his own household. “The stores were provided
with no niggard hand. They consisted, among other matters,
of 31 hogsheads and 1 pipe of wine, 10 barrels of beer, 15
carcases of oxen (salted of course), 72 hams, 400 dried fish,
200 stock fish, 1 barrel of sturgeon, 5 dozen of lampreys, 50
pounds of ‘whale,” along with the very necessary accompani-
ment of 22 gallons of mustard, with salt, pepper, vinegar, and
onions, in proportion. A stock of little Juxuries, suited to
the more delicate palate and stomach of the baby princess,
was not forgotten, such as 500 walnuts, 2 loaves of sugar,
grits and oatmeal, with a corresponding allowance of ginger,
<itron, and mace, 2 frails of figs, the same quantity of raisins,
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and 28 pounds of gingerbread.” (Preface to Historical Docu-
ments.) The good ship, gaily painted, with banners flying, and
manned by a crew of forty hands, sailed for Bergen, and in
due time arrived there and embarked the Maiden of Norway.
Edward anxious that the moment the young Queen reached
Orkney, she should be well taken care of, despatched his
trusted agents the Abbot of Welbeck, Henry de Rye, and
Thomas Braytoft, to meet her. These royal commissioners
started from Newcastle on September 15th. They reached
St. Andrews on the 19th, but were delayed the next day there
on account of a great tempest. They reached Aberdeen on
the 25rd, next day they were at Bischoprenes, the following
day at Duffus, and on the 27th at Nairn. The account (m
the State Papers) from which these details are taken, states
that they purchased a boll of wheat at Nairn, costing 4s 1d.
They arrived in a carriage and five horses. They left their
carriage and horses at Nairn with two grooms, and proceeded
by sea to Cromarty, taking a groom or attendant with them.
Cromarty was reached the next day, the 28th, Dornoch on
the 29th, and Skelbo on the 30th. Here they appear to
have received the terrible tidings that the young Queen
was dead, for they record “conferring with the Scottish
Envoys.” The Maid of Norway, a delicate child, crossing
the North Sea in tempestuous weather, fell ill, and died
just on reaching the Orkney Islands. The frail life,
upon which the hopes of two nations centered, had vanished.
The English agents continued their journey as far as Wick,
and then sorrowfully retraced their steps. They cross over
from Nigg and arrive at Nairn on October 10th, and remain
for three days. Their expenses the first day were 4s 3d;
the second day 3s 9d ; and the third day 3s 2d. They also
paid for the keep of the five horses and the two grooms
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foraging at Nairn for the fifteen days they were absent the
sum of 4s 10d ; for shoeing their horses and for iron (repairs
probably) to their carriage 1s. The presence of the English
envoys in Nairn would doubtless have thrown the quiet little
town into great excitement, especially if it were intended that
the infant Queen should have come by the same route as that
taken by her English guardians, and thence proceed south-
ward by the carriage left in readiness at Nairn. The
envoys who had thus visited Nairn took their departure, but
they were ere long brought on the scene again.

The death of Margaret caused the deepest sorrow to the
whole nation. No provision had been made for the succession
to the Crown, and now Baliol, Bruce, and several other nobles
formed rival factions. The country became divided into two
political parties—the one favouring Baliol and the other
Bruce. Bishop Fraser of St Andrews and John Comyn,
Lord of Badenoch, assumed supreme authority, to the exclusion
of the other regents, and warmly espoused the cause of Baliol.
They appear to have carried matters with a high hand against
their opponents, and would probably have proclaimed Baliol
King of Scotland without much further delay, had not the
men of Moray taken a Dbold but very unpatriotic step.
They appealed to Edward, King of England, to interfere,
protesting that the territory of Moray was under “the
immediate government of the King of Scotland,” and that
the Bishop of St Andrews and the Lord of Badenoch had
usurped authority by appointing deputies. These deputies, it
was stated, had destroyed and plundered the lands and towns
of the freemen of the Lord, the King of Scotland, burnt the
said towns and their barns full of corn, carvied away with
them all the property of the said men of Moray, and cruelly
killed as many men, women, and little children as they could
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come at.” This is a very dark picture of the state of the
times, and the explanation of it may be that the Baliol
deputies had endeavoured to oust out of their property all
who adhered to Bruce. The leader of this appeal was the
Earl of Mar. At first sight it is difficult to see what he had to
do with Moray, but the explanation appears to be that in the
preceding reign he had acted as one of the Custodiers of
Moray, but had been deprived of his office by the regents. The
“ freemen of Moray” were the Crown tenants, who held their
lands in thanage or otherwise directly from the King. They
appear to have sided with Bruce, and included William la Hay
of Lochloy and John Stirling (of Cantray) who had assumed
the designation of Moravia. The supporters of Baliol were the
more numerous in the district, and embraced the clergy, the
burgesses, the Chiens of Duffus, the Moravias of Petty, and
the Raites and other branches of the Cumings. The “Seven
Earls of Scotland,” headed by the Earl of Fife, also sent an
appeal to Edward. The men of Moray and the Scottish
nobles thus unwittingly played into the hands of the astute
Edward. He wanted but a pretext for interfering in the
affairs of Scotland, and it had now been given him. He held
a conference with the prelates and nobles of Scotland on the
10th of May 1291, at the church of Norham on the south
bank of the Tweed, and before entering upon a discussion of
the claims of the rival competitors, laid before theimn his claim
to the title of Lord Paramount of Scotland. After some show
of reluctance, one after another of the competitors and their
friends acknowledged Edward as their Lord Paramount, having
a right to adjudicate on their claims. Edward then demanded
that the government of the country and the command of the
royal fortresses be surrendered to him during the period of
arbitration, and this was also agreed to. On the 11th of



104 THE CASTLE OF NAIRN GARRISONED BY ENGLISH TROOPS.

June the Royal Castles were formally handed over to him.
They were twenty-three in number, comprising Aberdeen,
Aboyn, Banff, Elgin, Forres, Nairn, Inverness, Dingwall, and
Cromarty. The Castle of Nairn, along with the others, was
handed over to Edward’s officers and garrisoned by English
troops. Thomas Braytoft, who had been at Nairn the year
before as an envoy to bring the Maid of Norway home, was
appointed governor of the Castles of Nairn and Cromarty ;
Henry de Rye, his companion on that occasion, was appointed
governor of the Castles of Elgin and Forres ; William Bray-
toft, was put in charge of the Castle of Inverness; and
Patrick Grant was made governor of Cluny Castle in Perth-
shire. All earls, barons, thanes, and burgesses were ordered
to make homage to Edward by swearing an oath of fealty, and
William, Earl of Sutherland, (Hugh Freskyn of Moravia's
grandson) administered the oath to all benorth the Spey at
Inverness. The ceremony of swearing in the officers and
people began on 13th July, and continued for fourteen days.
At the expiration of that time, the proceedings were closed,
and the peace of Edward, as Lord Paramount of Scotland, was
proclaimed, as in other towns of the kingdom, at the market
cross of Nairn, in due form by a herald.

Thomas Braytoft continues in command of the garrisons at
Nairn and Cromarty, and draws his pay from time to time.
His receipt, already mentioned as being granted to Sir
Gervaise de Raite, runs thus—* To all who may see or hear
-of these presents, I, Thomas de Braytoft, Keeper of the Castles
of Nairn and Cromarty, on behalf of the illustrious King,
Lord Edward, by the grace of God, King of England,
constituted Overlord of the Realn of Scotland, greeting
Know all men that I, on Thursday preceding the Feast of
Pope St." Gregory, in the year of our Lord 1292, received
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by the hands of Sir Gervaise de Raite, Knight, constable
of Nairn, as the dues and arrears of the bailieship of Inver-
nairn, for my service and custody of the Castles of Nairn
and Cromarty, £11 sterling. In witness whereof I have
granted these presents to Sir G.—Given at Raite, day and
year foresaid.” On June 27th of the same year he received
£28 17s in payment of the “Dbalance of his wages for the
custody of the Castles of Nairn and Cromarty,” from the
Chamberlain of Scotland.

Edward, in pursuance of his function as arbiter in the
dispute as to the suceession to the Throne, appointed one
hundred and four commissioners—forty to be nominated by
Baliol, forty by Bruce, and twenty-four by himself,—to discuss
the claims as a preparatory step to their being submitted to
him for his final decision, and the following nobles connected
with the north were chosen:—By Baliol—John, Earl of
Buchan ; William, Earl of Ross; Andrew de Moravia of
Petty and Bothwell ; William de Moravia of Tullybarden ;
Reginald le Chien, senior; Reginald le Chien, junior; and
Henry le Chien, Bishop of Aberdeen. By Bruce—Donald,
Earl of Mar ; John, Earl of Athole ; John Stirling de Moravia;
and William de la Hay. The Commissioners gave in their
report, and Edward gave his award in favour of Baliol, and
he immediately issued letters to the commanders of the
twenty-three royal castles for the surrender of these fort-
resses. Thomas de Braytoft, governor of the Castles of Nairn
and Cromarty, received a copy of this letter dated at Berwick,
18th November, 1292, and immediately caused the colours of
John Baliol to be hoisted upon the two fortresses under his
charge.

Baliol was crowned at Scone twenty days later, but
Edward continued to interfere in the internal affairs of the
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Kingdom, professedly on the principle that he had to bring
to completion all matters originated during his tenure of
office as Lord Paramount, and on this principle he made
handsome presents to his friends out of the Scottish revenues.
Amongst others, Edward ordered the payment of a pension
of fifty marks out of the revenues of Inverness to Reginald
le Chien, junior, and Sir Robert Cameron, with two and a
half year’s arrears, and ordered Reginald le Chien, senior,
Sherift of Nairn, to pay to Robert Wishart, Bishop of Glas-
gow, as a special mark of his favour, the sum of £500, out of
the arrears of Crown revenues within the Counties of Nairn,
Kincardine, Formartine, and Invery,and a sum of £195 19s 4d
out of the balance of arrears in Elgin and Kintrae. The
Chiens, father and son, were continued by Baliol in their
Sheriffdoms of Nairn and Elgin. Rose of Geddes, who had
got possession of Kilravock by his wife Marjory Bisset, in
the time of Alexander III.,resigned the property into the hands
of Baliol, in order to receive it back on the securer title of
a royal charter. The deed of resignation is witnessed by
Lords Andrew de Moravia (of Petty), and Reginald le Chien,
and the King’s charter of confirmation was duly granted.
The original is now lost, having been destroyed in the burning
of Elgin Cathedral in a later century, but the fact that it was
sought for affords a proof that at the beginning of Baliol’s
reign, there was a general sense of security in the country.
Baliol and the Scottish nobles having repudiated Edward’s
right to interfere in the affairs of Scotland, the English king
crossed the Borders with an army of 30,000 infantry and
4000 cavalry. Berwick was captured, and great loss inflicted
on the Scots. A still more disastrous blow fell upon the
Scottish cause when Edward captured the Castle of Dunbar.
In it had gathered many distinguished leaders from the
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north, and amongst the prisoners taken were the Earls of
Ross and Athole, and John Cuming, younger of Badenoch,
who were sent to the Tower of London in chains. Edward’s
progress North was practically unopposed, and the chief men
of the districts through which he passed hastened to make
submission to him. One of the first of these was a laird
connected with Nairnshire, Gilbert de Glencarnie, a grandson
of Marjory Pratt of Daltullich, the daughter of the first
governor of the Castle of Nairn. Gilbert had become a great
landlord by this time, possessing the estates of Fochabers,
Ballindalloch, Duthil, and others on the banks of the Findhorn
and Spey. He met Edward at Cluny in Perthshire, doubtless
anxious to be on friendly terms with the powers that be.
But he was not singular. The news of Edward’s triumphant
progress had reached the north, and knights and barons
deemed it expedient to do him homage. Accordingly we
find Stirling of Moravia leaving his house at Cantray and
proceeding to Aberdeen to meet the King. The Ogilvies,
great lords of Strathnairn, are there too. Reginald Chien,
the Hays of Lochloy, Robert le Falconer, William de Moravia,
and others, all hasten to Aberdeen and make their submission.
Gervaise de Raite is not with them, but he appears and
swears fealty when the King has come into Moray, and
doubtless surrenders to him the royal Castle of Nairn. On
the 25th of July, Edward and his army crossed the Spey
by the ancient ford of Bellie, situated a little above
the spot on which the Church of Speymouth now stands.
It was a favourite crossing place for all the armies entering
Moray. Following the King’s Highway, he entered Elgin on
the 26th and took up his residence in the Castle on
Ladyhill.

The Sheriff of Nairn, Sir Reginald Chien, had died, and
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Edward graciously reinstates his wife as heiress of the
family of Ochiltree in her estates. Reports come in to
Edward that the country to the north and west is quite
peaceable, and he deems it unnecessary to advance further.
He despatches, however, a detachment of his troops to
occupy the Castles of Nairn, Inverness, Dingwall, and Crom-
marty. William Hay of Lochloy inspires the King with so
much confidence that he gives him authority over a wide
district. He is made Sheriff of Inverness, and warder of Ross-
shire. After a stay of four days, Edward returns to the south,
In the autumn he summons a Scottish Parliament at Berwick,
and amongst those who attend are Sir Reginald Chien, Sir
Gervaise de Raite and Sir Andrew de Raite, from the County
of Nairn; Alan de Moravia from Culbin, and Sir Gilbert
Glencarnie. Having, as he thought, completely subjugated
the Kingdom, Edward proceeded to organise the government
according to English ideas.

For the purposes of revenue, he divided the Kingdom into
two portions by the line of the Forth, placing the northern
division under Henry de Rye, (the companion of Braytoft at
Nairn in 1292), as escheator, and appointed him Keeper of
the Castles of Forres and Elgin. This civilian officer was
immediately under and responsible only to Cressingham, the
English Chancellor of the Exchequer, so that in fact Scotland
had been reduced to the humiliating position of an English
Provinee or Crown Colony. Henry de Rye dealt with the
estates of the Scottish nobles with a free hand, forfeiting
those who were supposed to be unfriendly to the English
interest, and imposing severe taxes, claiming escheats, and
levying fines and contributions, and imprisoning or outlawing
every person who showed a disposition to resent this oppres-
sion. It was in the midst of this prevailing discontent that
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‘William Wallace arose and boldly attempted to throw off the
English yoke, and achieve the independence of his country.,
One of the first to join his standard of rebellion was Sir
Andrew Moravia or Moray of Petty and Bothwell, along with
his son and heir. They threw themselves heart and soul into
the patriotic endeavour to deliver their country from English
usurpation. Young Sir Andrew comes to Moray and Nairn,
and calls out his own people. The free men of Moray who
made the mistake of first appealing to Edward of England,
redeem their character for patriotism, and flock to join the
standard of rebellion. Moray is once more in insurrection.
The Royal Castles are attacked and besieged, and many of
the English soldiers slain. The Castles of Forres and Elgin,
which were under the special guardianship of Henry de Rye,
were burned. The Castle of Duffus, the residence of the
Chiens, is set on fire, and the residences of others who held
office under the English King, are destroyed. Henry Chien,
Bishop of Aberdeen, the Earl of Mar, and the Countess of
Ross, attempt to put down the insurrection, but without
avail,

Sir Andrew of Raite appears to have taken an active part
along with them, and he was sent south as the bearer of
despatches to Edward, to give an account of the services
rendered by these friends. The Bishop, in his letter of
credence, mentions as they were “in Launoy upon-the-Spey
on the Tuesday before the feast of St. Mary Magdalene, there
met us Andrew de Murray with a large body of rogues, the
number of which Sir Andrew de Raite, your bachelor, can
show you according to what he heard from the people of
their company. And the aforesaid rogues betook themselves
into a very great stronghold of bog and wood, where no
horseman could be of service.” «It would be too long a



110 THE KNIGHT OF RAITE.

business to write,” says the Bishop, “ but we pray you to have
the goodness to give evidence to Sir Andrew de Raite, your
bachelor, who can tell you these affairs in all points, for he
was in person at all these doings.” Sir Andrew de Raite was
accompanied by Bernard de Monte Alto, and they carry a
letter from Euphemia, Countess of Ross, to Edward. Malis,
Earl of Stratherne, also entrusts him with some business on
his own account, and writes (in Norman French) to the King
—*“Dear Sire, I pray you, if it please you, to have the good-
ness to believe Sir Andrew de Raite, the bearer of this letter,
in the matter which he will tell you verbally from me.” On
his way south, the Knight of Raite had an interview with
Cressingham, the King’s Chamberlain in Scotland, but did
not impress him very greatly, for he wrote privately to
Edward—Sir Andrew Raite is going to you with a credence
which he has shown me, and which is false in many points
and obscure, as will be shown hereafter, as 1 fear; and
therefore, sire, if it be your pleasure, you will give little
weight to it!” The shrewd Chamberlain probably discerned
that these friends were seeking important favours from
Edward, namely, the estates of their rivals, by exaggerating
the value of the services they had rendered.

King Edward, however, at length realized that the insurrec-
tion had become a formidable affair, and he despatched an
army of 40,000 troops into Scotland. It proceeded to Ayrshire
where the Scottish army under Wallace was gathered, but
the Scottish nobles in his army, who were jealous of the
position of Wallace, surrendered on conditions of a promise
of free pardon and their estates. Wallace and Sir Andrew
Moray, senior, refused to sign the treaty, and proceeded with
a band of patriots to the north. Whether they came to the
district of Moray on this occasion is doubtful. The people



YOUNG SIR ANDREW MORAY. 111

were already on their side, and they probably joined them in
their raids in Aberdeen and Buchan in wasting the lands of
the Farl of Buchan and the Chiens. Sir Andrew Moray and
his son were at Wallace’s side as he made his victorious
journey southwards, capturing the Castles of Forfar, Brechin,
and Montrose, and culminating in the great Battle of Stirling
in which the English were completely routed. Sir Andrew
Moray, the elder, falls at the Brig of Stirling, and Wallace,
with that noble magnanimity which was his characteristic,
appointed young Sir Andrew, the son, his associate in the
supreme command of the Scottish Army, and all orders issued
henceforward are in the names of Andrew de Moravia and
William Wallace—the latter giving precedence to his brave
young knight. No more fascinating figures appear on the page
of Scottish history than these two devoted companions-at-
arms, the Knight of Petty and the Scottish Patriot. Sir
Andrew’s residence was at the old Castle Hill of Petty, and
the family also had a house at Avoch. The title of “ Bothwell ”
by which he is almost exclusively known in history, has been
the means of concealing his identity as the Knight of Petty,
Brackley, and Boharm,—a descendant of the great house of
Freskyn de Moravia.

In 1303, Edward, enraged at the failure of all his attempts
to subdue Scotland, prepared to invade the country once
more, with the deliberate design (according to Fordun) of
effecting its entire and final subjugation, or of reducing it,
by the total extirmination of the inhabitants, to a state of
utter and irrecoverable desolation. He summoned the whole
strength of his dominions and invaded Scotland in two
divisions. Edward himself in person commanded the right
division. No resistance was offered to his advance, the
inhabitants fleeing at the approach of the enemy, and the
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country is given up to devastation by fire and sword.
Edward is at Elgin on the 10th of September, and resides ,
in the manse of the Dean of Moray, at the north-west
corner of King Street where it joins College Street. On
the 13th he arrives at Kinloss Abbey, and from thence
marches his army to Lochindorb, the stronghold of Sir
John Cuming, who was in arms against him. The Castle
stands in the loch in a small island. Probably in prehistoric
times it was used as a Lake Dwelling. Remains of piles
have been found which indicate that its original construction
was of this character. Its isolated position would easily
recommend 1t as a secure retreat in times of trouble, and the
Cumings had long before this fortified it. Here in this
solitary abode, in the heart of a vast forest—for the country,
though now bare, was at the time densely wooded for many
miles around-—Edward took up his abode, and enjoyed his
favourite pastime of hunting. Dr Taylor, in his exhaustive
account of Edward’s visits to the North, thus picturesquely
describes the scene—* While the earlier part of the day was
thus devoted to the pleasures of the chase, the later portion
of it, no doubt, was not less agreeably spent within the walls
of the royal residence. As the shades of evening set in, the
battlements and watch-towers of the insular fortress, illumin-
ated with torches on every side, sent forth a blaze of light
over the surface of the lake. And while the soldiers who
either bivouacked or occupied tents and temporary huts,
constructed of branches of trees, on its banks partook around
their camp fires of their evening meal before retiring to rest,
the knights assembled in the banqueting hall of the Castle to
pass the evening in convivality and social mirth. Here
Edward presided at the festive board, dispensed his hospi-
tality to his nobles, and listened while the wine cup went
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round, to the minstrels who strung their harps and sang of
love, chivalry, and war.” The support of so vast an army in
so inhospitable a region as the forests of Leonach and
Lochindorb must have been a matter of no small difficulty,
and the neighbouring districts were requisitioned for provi-
sions. The Sheriff of Nairn is able to send up to Edward
26 cattle, 26 sheep, and 40 pigs, and similar droves were
despatched from Inverness, Elgin, and Dingwall.

Edward found his position at Lochindorb convenient for
despatching troops in all directions. The Castles of Elgin,
Forres, and Nairn, were again taken possession of by English
troops in their march forward. Inverness Castle was also
garrisoned anew. Urquhart Castle was next besieged, and
it offered a determined defence under a gallant scion of the
family of Bosco or Wood of Redcastle, but after holding out
for several weeks, the brave garrison were put to the sword
—the only one of all the besieged who was not slain being
the wife of the commander, who contrived to make her
escape disguised as a servant. Having brought the north
country under subjection, Edward took his departure from
Lochindorb on 4th October, having spent a fortnight there,
and twenty-nine days altogether in Moray.

The English troops, however, were not allowed to have it
all their own way. While they were engaged reducing the
Castle of Cromarty, which used to be under the command of
the governor of the Castle of Nairn, a raid of the insurgents
was made upon Nairn. Sir Climes of Ross, who figured
shortly before in an attack on some English troops crossing
the Stockford, is the hero of the taking of the Castle of Nairn.
It was an evening in autumn. The burghers were about
retiring to rest, when the sound of a troop of cavalry dashing
down the High Street broke the stillness of the night and
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drew the inhabitants to their doors. These were no belated

travellers making for the ford, for on reaching the top of the
Redhill, as the Brae was called, the horsemen wheeled round

and fronted the Castle. Each horseman dismounted, and

having made his horse fast to the palissade, formed into line.

Sir Climes of Ross (a Fraser, it is believed), Sir John Rams-

dean, his kinsman Sir Alexander Fraser, Lord of Philorth,
and a warrior named Rowan, without a moment’s parley,

made a dash for the drawbridge. A trooper seized an oil

lamp from the hand of a burgher who had come trembling on

the scene, and declaring that they wanted a little more light,
cast the burning oil rag on the thatched roof of an adjoining
cottage, and in the midst of the glare and smoke of the

blazing thateh, a fierce fight, with sword and spear hand-to--
hand, ensued. The governor of the Castle and his English
soldiers made a spirited defence, but they were no match for
these redoubtable knights and their companions-at-arms.

Sir Climes laid the governor low with a stroke from his

broadsword, and his men took the Castle in a rush, over-
powering and killing many of the guards.

Blind Harry, in recording the episode, says that “the
“good house of Nairn’ that night was well taken, and its
captain and many strong men slain.” Wallace himself came
north in the end of the year 1304. If the Castle of Nairn
remained in the hands of his followers it is possible he
visited Nairn at that time. The “Wallace Butts and
Crookedales ” is a description of some property in the
Burgh of Nairn in charters of the seventeenth century,
but no tradition has come down as to the origin of the name.
Wallace appears to have crossed the firth at Ardersier, and
by a stratagem overcame a strong body of English troops at
a hollow about four miles south of Cromarty, which retains
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the name of Wallack Slack or ravine. The little wooded
eminence, visible from the coast at Nairn, which terminates
towards the east in an abrupt cliff that overhangs the sea,
and slopes away to the west in a marshy hollow, marks the
spot. Hugh Miller describes the incident in his “Scenes
and Legends.” Wallace had laid an ambuscade for a body
of English troops going to join another body at Kaster
Ross, and completely vanquished them. He then relieved
William de Monte Alto, who had held out bravely with
only forty men for some time. But the tide in the
fortunes of Wallace about this time turned. He is said
by tradition to have had to seek refuge in one of the
caves of Cromarty, within a short distance of his brilliant
exploit. It was the beginning of his fugitive life, which
ended in his capture and his being sent a prisoner to London,
and executed with horrible atrocities. Edward appointed
new officers for the government of the North. William
Wiseman was made Sheriff of Elgin; and Alexander
Wiseman was made Sheriff of Forres and Nairn. John
Stirling of Moravia was rewarded with the Sheriffship of
Inverness, and William de Monte Alto, having made his
peace with Edward, was reinstated in the Sheriffdom of
Cromarty.

These arrangements were shortly overturned by Bruce
taking the field as the rightful King of the Scots. Moray
declared unhesitatingly for Bruce. The Knight of Petty
was again on his side. He was married to Bruce’s sister
and a kinsman of his, who was Bishop of Moray and had
been minister of Bothwell, put himself at the head of the
movement in favour of Bruee in the North. The Morays
or Moravias of Culbin, Hay of Lochloy, Fenton of Beauford,
William de Dollas, whose family afterwards acquired Cantray






CHAPTER VL

PERIOD OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.

THE Roman Catholic Church, which supplanted the old Celtic
Church, attained to a position of great magnificence in
Moray. Fostered by the care of William the Lion and his
successors, Alexander II. and Alexander III, it had also
munificent benefactors in the Anglo-Norman families who
had settled in the district. The Cathedral Church at Elgin
was “ the mirror of the land and the glory of the Kingdom,”
according to one of its Bishops. The Abbey of Kinloss,
founded in 1150, was on a scale of great grandeur. Its
mitred Abbot had a seat in Parliament, and on three
occasions entertained within its walls the Sovereign and
Royal Court with princely hospitality, The ruins of the
Priory of Pluscarden still testify to the remarkable
character of its original foundation. In addition to these
three great religious establishments, there were several
others of minor importance. It happens that none of
these ecclesiastical institutions were situated within the
bounds of Nairnshire, but the greater portion of its lands
were devoted to their support. The County of Nairn might
really have been designated the Church’s Glebe, so large
was the extent of the lands given over to it.

The new Church does not appear to have come into any
violent collision with the older Celtic institution in Moray.
On the contrary, the names of the popularly-revered patron
saints of the Columban Church are mostly retained and
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others added. The scanty endowments of the early Church
were doubtless appropriated when the native clergy were
superseded. There is one instance of kindly dealing with a
recluse known as “ John the Hermit,” probably a survivor of
the Culdees. The scene of his ministrations was in the
remote region of Dunlichty in Strathnairn. John the Hermit
appears to have been a man of remarkable character, and
William the Lion on his first visit to the North hears some-
thing of him, and instructs Simon, Bishop of Moray, to give
him the island which is “in the Lake of Lunnin at the east,
and half-an-oxgate of land in Daldauch,” and on a subsequent
visit King William, when Richard, his own chaplain, was
Bishop of Moray, confirmed the gift by charter to John the
Hermit. “Lunnin” is supposed to be Dunlichty,—some-
times it is called Lunlichty,—but there is no island in the
loch now. The Gaelic place-name, however, supplies re-
markable confirmation of the supposition of Dunlichty
having been the scene of John the Hermit’s insular abode.
The loch is known as “ The Loch of the Church.” There are
frequent references to a Hermit’s Croft in Ardeclach in
the Chartulary of Moray. It usually comes after Achagour
in the list of places belonging to the Church in Ardclach,
and is probably Daltra, the old form of which name is
Daldarach (The Oak Wood).

The diocese of Moray included the shires of Elgin, Forres,
and Nairn, and extended over a large portion of the counties
of Inverness and Banff. Along the coast, it stretched frem the
Spey to the river Beauly. The Bishopric was probably
founded in the reign of Alexander I., about 1122. When
William the Lion came to Moray on his second visit his old
friend Richard was Bishop of the diocese, and he be-
friended his saintly instructor in many ways, enforcing his
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badly paid dues, granting him a tithe of the fines and escheats
falling to the Crown, and giving him tofts of land in each of
the burghs of Moray, excepting Nairn, in lieu of which he
gave him a “toft” in Auldearn. Nairn was exempted on
this occasion, for the reason that the Bishop had just parted
with very considerable possessions in the Burgh of Nairn to
King William who wanted the ground for building or
enlarging the Castle of Nairn. The wording of the writ of
excambion seems to impl<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>